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CHAP. 1. 


Oul iivfs difcolour’d with our prefent woc^, 

May ftiU giow bright, and fmile with happiei 

/lAiSO^. 


Estella continued three weeks at 
the caflJe of Stralzi, and daily found her 
fituation jtnore pleafing. She would 
indeed live been happy^ had not the 
uncertainty Ihe laboured under coiiceni- 
ing Madame Veldentz, harraffed her 
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mind ; and had not the remembrance of 

Sigilinund ptoved a perpetual fource of 
{ 

forrow! 

She had in conformity to the Baronefs’s 
advice, written to the Abbefs of St. Clare 
concerning Madame Veldentz, and had 
received an anfwer with flrong affurances 
that that lady had never written or 
made any enquiries concerning her 
at ^he Convent, and protefting total 
igr^rance of every thing that regarded 
her. 

In reply to the letter written by 
Baronefs Stralzi, the Abbefs Amply 
related the very little (he ki^w relative 
to Eftella: which was, that Madame 
Veldentz had applied to her to receive s 
young perfon as boarder, of whom (he 
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had b4d the char^ from ii^ancy, and 
whom (he was conftrained for a time to 
quit; prfmffin^ at the fame time,*to 
fend an annual fam for her maintenance. 
She then dated her furprife at finding 
the Cottage v-aeated, ^yhen the went to 
feek the young ptetfon committed to her 
care; and.coheluded with affigning the 
impropriety of Eftella’s condutd, in redd¬ 
ing for above a fortnight in Count 
Ifettfaargh’s Caflie, to be the caufe ol' 
her refuting her admittance to'^.her 
Convent. • 

Happily > for flic had Ijccn 

pejfjS^y fiaeere in the part of her narra¬ 
tive tl|at t^ted tOi;what the Abbefs had 
as the Baronefs was 
acq^^^|ed real caufe of lier 

remaining under the roof of Ifenburgh, 
Bti 
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the letterlaf the Abbefi made no differ¬ 
ence in her behaviour; or alteration in 

• • 

ber fentjiments {owafds her. 


Whilft Eftclla was hap{jy in the atten- 
tions and kind bdavkap: of the Mar- 
chionefs and Baronel^ ^fe^ood humour¬ 
ed freedom of the Baron,who foon loft 
the prejudice he had at firft imbibed), and 


grew even accuftoiijed to the referve 
and aufterity Of the ‘Marquis, th^ con¬ 
duct of Paiameti^^edher with vexatkh. 
He* feemed to coUi^ OflportiUMties of find¬ 


ing her alone, and wised iig fucceedeH, 
generally comfiiffl®^‘i»r|lilw Kilf-Wttted 
ientences, expreflfvd^tl^lifi^^^e 
he had to fdrve add with 

whidi *(he‘''had infpirnd^Jb^i^.'fiKdQ, 
feeni!n#y‘ Oonibft^dl off 


lu5 cosver&tion, and rexdaia 1 
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He vifibly obferved her every adion 
with the ftrideft fcrutiiy; his eyes, 
even in compl^y,' were perpehiaMy 
fixed upon her countenance; aiid when 
any thing relative to her hiftory was 
mentioned,. with a degree 

of avidity ti|^ ;^tt^riyed him of all 
circumfpe^lioB., 

The particularity of bis, li^duA was fo 
evident to EfieM% t^t hi^r apprehenfions 
excetfive, an<i,|>erp«stiial, left it 
ibould be obferved by any pSrt oi> his' 
family. For if, su lh| 
the would not 

therlNpn^iiad ppon making 

the ii|[fco?»!%^ #, withdraw from 
h^; ||i<!;ir, i|^our. and prole^ion; and 
confei^a^tlj^i’,^wpuld again be thrown 
upon t^e world, helplels and delUtute! 
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Tiiefe •diflreffing refled\ions preyed 
upon her cantinually, and deprived 
her of die tranquillity (he might other- 
wife, in fome meafute, have tafted. 
She i;chaved fo Palamede with the 
moll frigid' colduefSy never addreffing 
him but when it was rfeaily unavoid¬ 
able, and then with the utmoft re¬ 
serve. 


He feemed aware of the caufe'of her 
condudl, but niade not the fmaileft 
alteration in his own. 

About this jp^od the CaMe of Strahei 
was thrown into greiit TWe 

Marchibnefs wai ’ feized *witli ah 
alarming fever, and the moft- fh^us 
apprehenfions were entertained ft»r her 
life. 
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Eflella’s affiduities were unequalled: 
Ihe never quitted the fick chamber, 
adminiftered efery medicine with her 
own hands, and for feveral fucceffive 
irights refufed every intreaty of retiring 
to reft, but remaihed conftantly by the 
bedfide of the invalid. 

The Marchionefs’s gratitude was 

extreme; but whilft ftre thanked Eftclla 

for the boundlefs fate and attention (he 

beftowed, intreated her to be mindful 

of her own health; afliiring her,.that 

even if (he (hould recover, her life 
* 

would nqt h,e valijia.lile, if in folicitude 
i59rs her c:Qnvalef'!^nce,^ her kind young 
friend iboiild ippasir her own con- 
fii.tu^OQ. 
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At 'the ftcpiration of a'week, Eftefla 
enjoyed the very great hj^pinefs of hear¬ 
ing the Marchionefs pronounced out of 
<hnger, and from that period her re- 
rov ery wa& rapid. 

Joy andtfeftivity again vifited the 
walls of Stralzi, and the grateful 
Marchionefs daily beftowed freih marks 
of affection towards' Eftella, and pro- 
felled for her the fincereft friend- 
Ihip. 


Nothing can be more gratifying to 
the heart than tli<i aSmmct of having 
infpired a violent attachment; smd the 
uncommim foUcitude difpHyed by 
Eflella during the iUaefa).Of the .Mar¬ 
chionefs, evinced fi> 





gard, that the prepoffeflkHi,* ftie had at 
fkft inJpire^l, was rivettfd into a perma¬ 
nent affedion. 
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CHAP. II. 


U hy wilt thou fli tvc thy forrows to conceal, 

Vor to my faithful car thy cares reveal t 

KOOtt’S vasso. 


— 


iiVERY day feemed to increafe the 
rfgard * of the MaMchitnlcifs towards 
Eftella, "Vhofie lieart ittt^ned a recipro¬ 
cal friendship. 

She ihoft be' at 

liberty to relate every event of her life 
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to fuch an apparently warm friend; 
and the feerfecy ftie was; conftrained to 
obferve was aft unceafing fource of 
vexation. 

The ojnftant dread (he entertained 
that fome untoward accident might 
betray any part of her life that (he had 
fuppreflfed, and the continual grief (he 
experienced for the death of Sigifmund, 
gave an air of profound melancholy to 
her countenance, that added to the 
intereft (he in4>ired. 

One . alone in the 

Baron^a’s. ^le felt an 

irretiftable temptation tp j^ndeayour to 
hnUh a little miniature (he had attempt- 
ed^of,%^u|i4rfooft afte^ their fepara- 
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tion;. and ‘ Mdth the refemblance of 
jvhich (he had* bei&i fo jnudi fatisfied, 
tli^t (he had pteferved it -with great 
care, though, of courfe, unable to go on 
V, ith it, whilft a prifoner at Ilenburgh’s 
Caflle. 

The Barpi^el^ had been painting that 
morning; her colours and brulhes re¬ 
mained on the table. * Eftella was 
confident (he would not return for fome 
time, ((he having ^ne an airing with 
tl>e MareWonefe ;) thereftare taking out 
the little pidure^ and feating'herfclf at 
the fable, (he comraenced the under¬ 
taking. 


She had been hour- thus 


employed; and 


thevi 






rm poRt^v 


IS 


Sigifraund grew more pra'fetS^ Wh every 
ftroke of her brylh. ' Quifh abfoibed ja 
the employment and engfofled with 
the refledlitms that his image brought to 
her recoUe£iion, ihe heard not the 
opening of the doori nor was the leaft 
confcious that (he was obferved, till, 
happening to turn her head, (he perceiv¬ 
ed Palamede earneftly gazing at the 
pidure from behind her (houlder! 

An involuntary exckciatimi of fur- 
priiie efcapedihfcr4 and the miniature 
fell to the ground. 

Palamede inftanfly picked it lip, and, 
refufing her earned: entrejaties to reftore 
it, feeffl«d it th® 

moft m k i i i || g i iiagtioaLt 
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“ How' does each day unfold your 
perfeAions, (he Cried, ^without noticing 
her fupplications to return it) 4 This 
painting is really inimitable!” 

' “ ’Tis an attempt that does not 
deferve notice, (returned Eftella); I 
formerly learned that kind of drawing, 
and merely wiftied to fee if I had quite 
loft the talent.” 

“ Where b thq origifial ?” (enquired 
PaKimede). 

“ The original is—I mean it is folely 
defigned from fancy,” (replied Eftella 
with great |ielitation)i 

“ Indeed!” (ieto|t 5 ^P#lljPlcdf with 
a look of iacredulity) 
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“ Yes, indeed, (continued Efteila 
with iweafed cQ^fufiop),; and it is fo 
very badly executed, that I am' quite 
afliamed of my performance.” 

“ And you \yould really .perfuade me 
this is iwerely a fancy painting! (ex¬ 
claimed Palaraede). Do you think me 
fo‘-firongly*. tinAnted with the family 
credulity ?" 

l^ftella felt, hurt: there was an 
allufipn in the conclufion of bis t^ech 
that mpytihed and confounded her, and 
Ihe mmaihied, 

“ I do not wUli to diftrels you, (added 
Palamede), but interrogate your own 
heart; t faufe to have 

fufpicipnf? Deal canditfiy 5 I 
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amnot bnfy willing, but able to ferve 
ygu ; and you may , rely ' upon my 
fecrecy -and (iifcretion. 1 have long 
fought an opportunity of difcourfing 
with you alone; but you have avoided 

■f 

me with fuch care, that the attempt till 

• 

this momiag has been fruitlefs. Do not 
look fo coldly upon me; I may be 

* 4 

deficient in profejiatims of itgard, but I 
hope I cannot be accufed of failing in 

V 4. " 


the performance of friendlhip! Look 
upon me then in fiiture as friendt 

and as the firft proof of your ccmfidence, 
I require, that if the petibn whofe 
feftu^ you have beeil'^ delating is 
dear to you, you now ini^m n^e of his 


name."^ 


Eflella liiloa^ to of 

Palamede wkhprcriR^d aud 
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for ibme minutes after he ibad done 

/ { 

fpeaking, remained filent.and erabar- 
rafl'ed: he again urged her, in ftronger 
terms than b®^ore, to bcftow upon him 
her confidence^ and reveal the name of 

} ,v 

the original of ]t^e g^i^lare. But though, 
there was an undefcribable fomething 
in his manner, that rendered her half 
willing to have complied,-' upon the 
Ihadow of refiedion, Ihe found Ihe 
neither could, nor ought; and after a 
little hefiitatkm ^id» 


“ Can you fuppofe, Lord Palamcde, 
that Ijf I unhappily had withheld ’any 
occurrence*^*of^ my life*” from Bamnefe 
Straiz’i, he indiK^ to bellow 

my ooohdeaco upon^ her fon? 'I’he 


miftruft yon;«i^tht% is painful and 

/Msb * 

humili^Uag . If I 
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am affure^ly an objcd ofcommiferation, 
and ’tis ungenerous to perfecute the 
unhappy. With refpecSl to the pidture: 
I can fay no more than I have already 
uttered; and you will now, I hope, 
return it to me ?” 

“ I give it you, (anfwered Palamede, 
putting the pidure into hear hand,) and 
witli it. this cautionCarefully conceal 
it from rny mother, from the Mar- 
chionefs; nay, indeed, from every part of 
the*family. The features are too well 
known for the pretext ©f its being a 
fancy pidure to gain belief- And at 
the fame time receive my aflurance that 
I will never betray youf** 

Wida thefe WfQjUt^ haftily 

^ukted»ti^ aparthieiit, IjaaviAg^Efrella 
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overwhehned with perplexity.and fur- 
prize. From what he had uttered, it 
appeared he had been acquainted witfi 
the perfoa of Sigifmund; and Ihe 
determined ftridlly tO' follow his injunc¬ 
tion, with regard to concealing the 
miniature from all other eyes. 

With refpeft to the hints he had 
given, of her having concealed fome 
occutrences of her life, after beftowing 
much refteStol on the fubjefl, Ihe 
concluded he ’menaly fpoke from eon- 
jefture, and with the hop^ of eiifnar- 
ing her into a confeihen, if the faift had 
been fo. 

From -that day a vifible alteration 
to(A-'placfeof Pala- 
medehe * bo iBMger. iot^t oppor- 
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tunities' of converfing with her; no 
longer opprefled her with his regards; 
and Eftella was very well fatisfied, even 
to have iocurred his difpleafure, to be 
quit of the apprehenitons his attentions 
had created. 
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CHAP. HI. 


Up fprtngs the dance along the lighted dome. 

Mix’d, and evoly’d, a thoufand fptigiitly iwy*. 

The ghttenng court effbfes every poApi 
The circle deepeiM« beam’d from gaudjy robea. 

Taper*, and fparkUt^ tIMMi *f«i radmt eyet, 

A foft effulgence o’er tlw pdlaee nt^en. 

ricoMrtOK 


Something down 

My fpiriu with la wei|^. 


Preparations for a mafiiued bail 

eogroflTed^ tiw a^ttepfion <dyf moft of 
the tchabi^ate of Silr^zi . 
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The Baronefs, defigning it to be tlie 
moft fuperb and brilliant that had ever 
been given in that part of the country, 
fuperintended the decorative ornaments 
herfelf; and, as neither expence nor 
trouble were fpared, and her tafle was 
exquifitely fanciful, the long fuite of 
rooms appropriated for the feene of 
gaiety, foon were fitted up in a fiyle of 
fplendid magnificence fcarcely to be 
equalled. 

When the deftined'evening arri\ed, 
the' Baronefs was ftrenuous in her ar¬ 
guments, that Eftelia fhould be pr^fent at 
a fpecies of amulement fo new to her. 

Eftelia, who had bitherfo .gonfiucc 
herfelf to her apar^eht, .when adj 
entertaimnents tdok pl|^ .Caftif 
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(the very great afflifliou flie exfieriehced 
at the lofs of Sigifmund, depriving her 
of all relilh foi» fcenes of feftivity,. 
thohgli always importuned by the 
Baronefs to join them), firmly refitting 
every felicitation; and, though even 
urged by the Marchiohefs, continued 
nofitive in her refufal. 

The Barbnefs feetned chagrined; 
“ you are unaccountable, Eftella, ((he 
exclaimed peevilhiy); m'oft young people 
at your age would rejoice at the 
opportunity of partaking of fuch an 
amufement!” 

“• I am very fenfible of your good- 
nefs in defiring it,Madam, (rfetitrned 
Eficlla) bat iii my'fituation, I ought 
not to edcmawh Opon f<MT kiti^ncfs!“ 
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** Silly fcruples! (replied the Baron- 
efs), have you no other objedion ?” 

Eilella paufed and hefitated: 

“ Would it be proper. Madam, aftci 
f the recent lofs of my friend ?” 

** To what friend do you allude, 
(enquired the Baronefs); you never 
mentioned the death of a friend, 
when you your hiftory !* Indeed, 

what friend bad you but Madam 
Vddenfst?” 

Eftella's cheeks Were dyed with the 
deepeft crirafon j flie again painfully 
experienced the tocmehts of duplicity: 
and it was fiHne mitutt^ before (he 
could leply—in sfouftecing accenta. 



MidawauH al¬ 


luded." 


“ TheOj ii&d^dd.’' *dy 

with'*the’''Bamrt^ Ito 

will no kMgel' r<ifufe. We nj^^^not 

allov^ you; nourlfe ifeljd»t!hii|f«tl«- 

de^lktfia! 


air 01, piqufe;) „]Pftdla (hall 
fuits %r owirfecliaations." 


f*V 
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ia t]be idea of partaking of the night’s 

ainufemeat;.ftipulating, however, that 
' * « 
her drefs might be fucli as would not 

attra«ft otofervation, and declaring herfelf 

incapahle of engaging in any charader. 

The hour, at length, arrived, and 
the apartments were foon crowded with 
a numernus afferablage of perfons in 
every variety of^charailer. 

Efteila, in a iimple black do- 
mkio, entered the grand faloon with 
the Marchionefs, and hoped, by the 
plainnefs of her appearance, to pafs 
unnoticed. 

She was, however,. ,^iftaken ; a 
mJrfk, in the charafe nifM ftugician, 
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fecmed iuftantly attradled tty her fi¬ 
gure ; and, leaving fomc maiks ha¬ 
bited as dajmons, with wHpm he 
had been in converfation, folk>iF)%d, 
and kept as dofe to her and * the 
Marchionefs, as the crowded robm 
would permit. 

The Marchionefs fuddenly com¬ 
plaining of . heat, propofed, feekrng a 
cooler apartment: Eftelia inftantly af- 
fented, afld they endeavoured to gain 
a paffage through the crowded en- 
trance; but, in the attempt, were 
feparated. The Marchionefs, utrahle 
to make an effort, being forced back 
to the ball-room, whilft Eftelia, {un¬ 
known to ^’l^rfflf, affifted by the^ 
magicialn,)":WBs hurried into one'of 
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the room's aj^ropriated for rtfrefli** 
ments. 

Upon perceiving that Che was di¬ 
vided from her fri^d, EftelJa expe¬ 
rienced fo much chagrin, that, for fe- 
veral minutes,- (he did not perceive 
that the magician was clofely attend¬ 
ing her. She fat down on a fofa 
clofely adjoining the entrance to the 
ball-room, vainly hoping that the 
Marchiohefs would pafa, and that Ihe 
fhould be enabled to rejoin her. 

The magician feating himfdf near 
her, endeavoured to engage her in 
converfttion; the tone of. his voice 
was familiar, though it was evident 
he fought to difguife it, yet his at- 
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tempts were fruitlefs. Anxious con¬ 
cerning the Majrchioneis,. and morti¬ 
fied at having loft her proteifUoil for 
the eveniog, Ihe could only return 
(hort and cold replies. He ftropgly 
urged her to dance; Ihe refu%i in 
the moft decided manner: he con¬ 
tinued to intreat, when the appear¬ 
ance of two malks, in the charac¬ 
ters of Mentor and Telemachus, 
fernned to attrad their joint attention. 

The malks paufed as they approach¬ 
ed the fofe on which Eftelia and the 
magician were feated; the latter rif- 
ing, made a circular form with his 
wand; M«ntf>r and Telemachus in- 
ftantly dcfKUrted. 
c 3 
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The ^yes of Eftella involuntaiily 
' Allowed thon. 

The Itnagician regarckd her for 
fome time in filence; at length he 
faid, 


” You appear interefled concerning 
the characters that have juft quitted 
this apartment!" 

“ Does not youlr art enable 

v- 

you to divine my thoughts T (en- 
c|u itd Eftella.) “ Have you any 
t'nt with to conceaP (return- 
t 1 the magician.) l^ut why do I 
afk, acquainted as J am with your 
hiftory!” 
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Eftella made no reply^ and the 
magician, after, attending a few nai~ 
nutes in expedlation that flje wodkl 
fpeak, continued in a lower lone : 

“ Yes, Eftella, every circumftance, 
of your life is known to me !” 

Eftella,' upon hearing her name 
called upon by one whom Ihe fuppofcd 
•j ftj .1 '!jer, llartled-; till recollefling, 
Hvii ihc tVlarttui o im„ht probably 
have called her by it i* his heading, 
when they were together in the ball¬ 
room. She endeavoured to throw off 
her embarraftpieot, and replied : 

“ It irot furely furprifing, that 
a mc^kian fhoald be acquainted with 

c A 
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the paft!" You are, jio doubt, able 
to inform me of my future deftiny?” 

“ Do you wi(h me to convince 
lou?” (Enquired the magician.) 

“ No, (anfwered Eflella, fighing;) 
I have already experienced fuch irre- 
iRediable misfortunes, that ray future 
prolpedte are for ever blafted!” 

“ But thofe misfortunes were the 
e0e2l of yout*own imprudence!" (Re¬ 
turned the magician.) 

“ Perhaps fo.” (Replied Eftella, 
mournfully.) 


« The preflute of jmisf(»tupe comes 
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with additional weight, Whfin accom¬ 
panied by the, refledion* of having 
aded with impropriety.” (5-ejoined 
the magician.) 

“ I had no friend .to counfel or 
advite me.” (Cried Eftella.) 

“ You difdained the friend wl# 
was ready 4nd willing to dired you, 
(anfwered the magician;) the friend 
you had even vowed to love, and to 
be guided by!” 

Eilella felt ftartled; an impuife for 
which (he coo|d'not account, impelled 
her to continue the converfation. !- 

“ I flmll bave but aa^iod^rent 

c 5 
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opinion of your prefcience, if you are 
{p defe<5live* in your.relation of part 
events !’•’ (She returned.) 

“ Nay, (replied the magician,) you 
furely cannot -deny but that you once 
poffeflTed the love and tendereft af- 

fedion of a faithful friend; of one 

f' 

t^ho would have facrificed life to' ferve 
you! yet, did you not feorn the coun- 
fel given you by this perfoti? Did 
you not even ad diredly dppofite to 
his diredioiis?" 

The cmbarraflhientNJf Eftella en- 
creafed every inft&nt. 

**' Ym are,-indeed, miftaken; (fhe 
exclaimed, with mWh agitatloa;) I 
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never poflfejSed the friend* you fup- 
jwfe.” 


“ Ah, Eftella! have you fo fooa 
forgot V” (Cried the magician.) 

“ Forgotten, what ?” (Anfwered 
Eftella, fcarcely fenlible of what flie 
uttered.) 

“ The cbapei of St. Agnes i” (Return¬ 
ed the magician, emphatically.) 

“ Merciful Providence!” (Shrieked 
Eftella, and fell back feufelefs upon 
the fofa.) 


She jwas, inllantly furrouuded by 
the few perlbns; whp were in tfac 
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fame apartmenl; and ' fMroper affift- 
••ance being a'dminiftered, fpeedily open¬ 
ed her eyes. In vain {he Icxiked ea¬ 
gerly for the magician; he had dif- 
appeared. 

Though ftill faint and agitated by 
\fhat had occurred, (he refolved not 
to leave the fpot till (he had again 
beheld him. Whom he could be that 
was thus acquainted with the fecret 
of her marriage, aftonithed and oon- 

K 

founded her! Sigifmund had obliged 
the prieft and witnefs to their onion, 
to take a folemn oath of fecrefy; 
befides, it was beyond the limits of 
probability, that either of thofe per- 
fons ihould be at the Baronds Siralzi's 
ball? 
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Strange ijieas bewildered *ber ima¬ 
gination ; and fhe femaine’d transfixedL 
to the fofa upon which (he had dif- 
courfed with the magician;. infenhble 
to every idea, but that of again feeing, 
and converfing with him. 

Many of the perfoos whom her 
fainting had attradled to the fpot. Hill 
furrounded her: (he feemed perfedly 
infenfible to the notice (he bad at- 
tradled; and to the fpeeches addreffed 
to her, returned the nioft oppofite 
replies. 

In this fituatioo (he was found by 
the Baronds, whp,, having been in¬ 
formed -tioAt a lady had fuddenly faint¬ 
ed away, had haftened to the apart- 
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ment to lififord any affiftitnce that might 
be required.* 

Upon finding Efteila to be the 
perfon, ftie enquired, with much ten- 
oefs, if her indifpofition had been 
occafioned by the heat of the room, 
or from any other circumftance. 

Eftella, n^t daring to avow the 
troth, imfmted it folely to'the violent 
heat* The Baronefs advifed her to 
retire to her own apartment, if fhe 
was not perfe<511y reawered; but Ef¬ 
tella, though really ill, felt fo much 
anxiety to again fee the magician, 
that, affuring the Baronefs it had been 
a mere momentary indifpofition that 
was entirely dilated; Ihe declined 




THE FOREST. 


39 


the offer of retiring, »ud adding, that 
fhe wifhed eagerjy to again eater the 
ball, and begged permiffion of. the Ba- 
lonefs to accompany her when (he re- 
tuined thither. 

The Baronefs readily agreed; and, 
after fome difficulty, they entered the 
grand faloon. 

Eftella now eagerly fought for the 
magician, but could no where'difeern 
him. 


The Baronefs engaged in talking 
to the different maiks, had not leifure 
to beftow any lUteotion upon her young 
compmioB, who, faint and difpirited, 
remained by her fide, foiely fopport^ 
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by the liope of again beholding the 
i^uthor of her difquiot. 

The maflt, who had before at¬ 
tracted* her attention as Mentor, now 
approached, and whifpered fomething 
to the Baronefs, who inftantly replied 
aloud, 


“ Certainly." And then turning to 
Eftella, exclaimed: 

“ Though yoii have hitherto 
decHhed dancing, I hope you will 
break your relblution in favour of my 
foij, who now folicits to be your 
partner?” 


Mentor immcdiatlsly feiaed her 
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hand, and enpreffed his hopes that 

(he would honour him; but the idea 

• 

of dancing with Palamede was fo dif- 
trefling to the mind of Eflella, that, 
withdrawing her hand, and turning 
to the Baronefe, flic begged fo car- 
neftly to be excufed, -that Mentor, 
finding all folicitation in vain, re- 
ludantly retired in fearch of another 
partner. 

At that juniUire, much to the de¬ 
light of E&lla, the March»n«i» *1^“ 
peared in company with a gentleman 
in a blue domino; and, after telling 
Eftella (he had been every where in 
fearch of her, propofed their vifitiog 
the Eafl*rn tent, which, (he added, 
in her cpinioo, exceeded all the 
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ether Apartments in tafte and fplen- 
dour. 

, EftelJa readily agreed; and, with 
the blue domino, (who proved to be 
Baron Stralzi,) they proceeded through 
the long gallery which led to the 
Eaftern ball-room. 

The gaUery through which they 
paired, was illuminated with wax 
lights, placed in alabafter vafes, which 
afforded a foft and agreeable light, 
fomething refetnbling moon-light; and 
the raoft fragrant and beautiful Ihruhs 
and exotics were a Tanged ua each 
fide, and gave the fcinUlance of a 
grove to the narrow windilig paf- 
fogei- 
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After being in the ftiaidcd light, 
the entrance of the tent prefented a 
moft dazzling coup d'ceil! 

Brilliantly illuminated, and mag¬ 
nificently decorated, the fpedacle was 
attradive and elegant; and Eftella, 
wholly unufed .to fuch fcenes, could 
almoft have fiippofed herfelf in a land 
of inchantment. 

The hangings, (which were artfully 
difpofed to give the entire effed of'a 
tent) were of white fatin, richly orna¬ 
mented with filver, and fupported by 
filver pillars, entwined with wreaths of 
myrtle, rt^, and jeffamine: the feats 
were alfo of white fatin; and the 
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floor w5s painted witk popular inci¬ 
dents from’ fabulous feiftory. 

The Marchionefs, in the courfe of 
converfation, informed Efteiia, that 
ihe had been furprifed with the ap¬ 
pearance of her nephew. Lord Fri- 
burgh, that night. 

“ I had flattered myfclf, (conti¬ 
nued (he,) that my fon, Lord Mel- 
dorp, would have returned with him; 
but his counn informs me, he is un- 
expedledly detained; but, however, 
that I may ftiortly exped him." 

Eftella congratulated the Marchi- 
oaefs upon Lord Friburgh’s arrival; and. 
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after fotne time, the Baroa ,pr<q)ofed 
repairing to the fi^per-rooras, which, 
by that time were thrown open, and, 
where the company were then haf- 
tening. 

Efleiia at that moment perceived 
the magician advancing; and, eager 
to renew her converfation with him, 
ardently defired to have remained in 
the tent-; but the Marchionefs had 
confented to go, and (he did not dare 
to oppofe, and they once more gained 
the entrance of the gallery. 

Upon entering the falcon, the again 
perceived the magician, who contrived 
to place hiinfelf nearly oppofite t6 her 
at the table. 
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She /jagerly hbped an opportunity 
would occur for his again fpeaking to 
her. The idea that he was Sigif- 
mund, every minute gaining ftrength 
in her mind. 

He convcrfed with much gaiety 
to the different mafks that were near 
him, and, frequently addreffed the 
Marchionefs, who replied to him with 
an air of freedom; and, once during 
fupper, whifpered to Eftella. 

“ I fufpe^t my. nephew fancies 
that his majk, and difguifed voice, pre¬ 
vent my aicertaining him ! I will hu¬ 
mour the idea.” 

Tiiis little fpeech of the Marchi- 
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onefs occafioned much furpri(p to Ef- 
tella! Could Sigifilund 4)e nephew to 
that lady! It wa.si, Ihe thouglit, im- 
poffible. 

The objedt of her attention feized 
frequent opf)ortunities of addreffiug .her 
with the trifiing obfervalions general 
in mixed companies; though often 
mingling in his convcifation fome 
ambiguous phrafes, that proved he was 
perfectly well acquainted with every 
circumdance of her hiftory that fi*e 
had tff.iyed to conceal! 

Aitn fome time, he prefented 
her \Y'th a oaikci of fugar devices 
from acrof- the {abh‘. oml reqnefied 

f 

hei pftitituKa attenuon to the mottos, , 
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Eftelia broke feveral; the mottos 
proved trifling; but a fntall piece of 
twifted paper, dire^ed to herfelf, at the 
bottom of the balket, attraded her at¬ 
tention ; and carefully opening it, left 
the contents (hould be vifible,' either 
to Baron Stralzi, or the Marchionefs, 
Ihe read the following lines, written 
with a pencil: 

“ You rauft, undoubtedly, after the 
“ difcourfe I addreffed to you* this 
“•evening, be convinced I am a friend 
“ you ought not to avoid. Your ex- 
“ treme agitation prevented me from 
“ entering into tbe particulars I wiftied 
“ to communicate. What I have to 
“ unfold materinlly concerns you. Will 
“ you honour me with half an hoar’s 
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“ conv'erfation tomorrow, at twelve, 
“ in the pavilicyi, near the chefnut. 
“ grove, in the park ?” 

The little billet was written in a 
hand fo extremely fimilar (o Sigifmund’s, 
that every line (he perufed cncreafcd 
the agitation of Eftella. 

The idea pretfed upon her mind, 
that (he had probably been deceived 
by tfenburgh, and that Sigifmund 
ftill exifted! That he might then 
be near to her; and that the mafic 
who had difplayed fo much know¬ 
ledge of her life, was the dear huf- 
band, whofe fiippo^jld death (he liad 
lamented! 

VOL. n—o 
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Tlie magician was fo much wrap- 
“ped up in the large- Wack robe that 
he wore, that it was impoffible to 
form an idea of his figure; and his 
voice had before appeared to be fa¬ 
miliar to her ear. The notion, (how¬ 
ever chimerical,) that he was really 
Sigifraund, became flronger every in- 
ftant, and ftie was upon the point of 
yielding an acquiefcence to the pro- 
pofal of being in the pavilion at the 
appointed hour, when the recollection, 
that, if it thould not prove to be Si- 
gifmund, of the rilk and danger (he 
might incur, again iilvolved her in 
deliberation. 


Eftella continued feveral minutes 
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loft in perplexity, when the Marclii- 
onefs roufed he^ from her reverie, 
by announcing her with to return to 
the ball-ropm, and ihe was forced to 
rife to attend her. , 

The magician leaning acrofs the 
table, detained the Marchionefs a few 
minutes, to whifpcr forae communica¬ 
tion: Eftella and the Baron not per- 
ceivirig it, continued to proceed down 
the room, which, the number of perfoifs 
going different ways, rendered tedious 
and difficult. 

Upon reaching the long gallery, 
the Baron obferved they had loft 
the Marchionefs, and, placing Eftella 
upon a feat near ‘ the fupper-room, 
-i5 2 
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he begged (he would remain there 
whilft he went back' in fearch of her. 

The Baron had fcarce quitted her, 
when (lie perceived a perfon in a 
green domino, (who had didrefTed her 
infinitely during the courfe of the 
evening, by apparently watching her 
condud,) approach. 

He looked eagerly at her in paf- 
fwg, and had not proceeded many fteps, 
before he turned back, and feemed 
returning to the bench on which (he 
Was featedi then fuddenly appearing to 
recolle<fl himfelf, hadily walked down 
the gallery. 


Eftella began to grow impatient 
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at the length of time that elapfed 
without the retiftri of the Baron with 
the Marchioiiefs, when a principal 
domeflic of the Baron’s approached 
he*-, and haltily announcing, that the 
Baronefs was taken ftiddenly ill, and 
requefted her immediate attendance 
in the library; intreated her to fol¬ 
low. 

Eftella did not hefitate a moment, 
but inftantly rifing, flew down 
gallery with all poffible celerity. 

The room to which (he was haften- 
ing, was on the ground floor, and 
opened into the park, though it had 
not been in ufe that night. Eftella 
was furprifed, upon entering it, to 

»D 3 
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find it empty; and, notwithflaiuliiig 
the latenefs of the Ijour, and coolnefii 
of the evening, the Itfrge glafs doOrs 
from which the entrance was to the 
Park, quite open t 

“ The Baronefs is not here, Ro~ 
dcrigo! '^She exclaimed to the fer- 
vant whom the had accompanied.) Do 
not clofe the doof, I will return, and 
feek her in the falioon.” 

“ The Baronefs has f.iinted, and 
is juft carried here for the benefit of 
the air." (Cried » voice f; >m the out 
fide of the glafs doors.) 

Efiella eagerly flew to the fpot; 
the green domino approaching, caught 
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her attention; a dreadful prefenti- 
ment ruftied upon her mind: {he 
endeavoured to fly ; her tottering 
limbs refured the office, and the mafk 
iVizing her in his arms,. and fluffing 
a liandkerchief into her mouth to 
prevent her cries from being heard, 
with the affiftancc of another perfon, 
forced her into a carriage that was 
in waiting at a littk diftance. 
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CHAP. IV. 


I am no pilot, yet wert thou as far 

As that vaft <hore, waJhed with the fartlieft fea} 

I would adventure for fuch mcrchandizev 

SBAKSItAK. 


A.S foon as the malk had placed 
Eftella in the carriage, and feated 
hirafelf by her fide, the horfes fet 
off with a velocity fcarce to be con¬ 
ceived. 
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The terrified and exhaufied Efiella, 
infiantly conducted herfelf again in 
the j)ower of Ifenburgh; and the ter¬ 
rors file endured, nearly annihilated 
her weak frame. 

Her companion preferved a gloomy 
filencc till tliey had cleared the gales 
that cnclofed the park of Slralzi; then, 
after removing the handkerchief from 
her mouth, the well-known accents of 
Ifenburgh eijtrcated her to banilh her 
terrors; afiiircd her, that he would 
never have employed violence, had 
he entertained the moft difiant idea 
that fire would have returned to him, 
with entreaty; and concluded with 
affuring her, that her future treat- 
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ment Ibould depend folely upon her 
own conduit. 

Eftella replied not a fyllable to 
what Ifenburgh had uttered; in fact, 
alive only to the mifery of her fitu- 
ation, (he had icarre underftood a fen- 
tence. 

Ifenburgh, irritated by her filence, 
dropped the mildnefs he had endea¬ 
voured to aflTume, and broke into re¬ 
proachful invectives. 

After travelling fome time, they 
flopped at a very fmall cottage on a 
retired common; and, lifting her from 
the carriage, and carrying her into a 
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parlour, Ifenborgh gave a frnall parcel 
into her hand, and commanded her 
to take off the raafquerade habit, 
and attire berfelf in the garments' 
the would find in the bundle; at 
the fame time cautioning her, not 
to think of making her efcape, as 
he Ihould, himfelf, Hand fentinel at 
the outfide of the room door till (he 
was equipped. 

A faint gleam of hope had ftcie 
through the bofom of Eftella when 
file had entered the cottage, that 
file might find Ibme one difpofed to 
refeue her from the power of tfea- 
burgh. 


But the idea was traafitory; not 
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a creature appeared that looked to be 
an inhabitant of the dwelling; and 
the light of morning had fufficiently 
dawned *to allow her to fee from 
the cafement that looked towards the 
common, that there was, at leaf!, a 
dozen men on horfeback attending 
the carriage in which Ihe had tra¬ 
velled. 

llopelefs and exhaufled, the funk 
iipon a chair; a Ihower of tears, in 
fome meafufe, relieved her diftreffed 
heart, till (he was roufed by the re¬ 
appearance of Ifenburgh, who, enter¬ 
ing fhe room in a travelling drefs, 
chid her for detaining him fo long. 


.\larmed at his manner, Eftella 
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promifed, if he would leave her, 
to endeavour to* put on the drefs he 
required; and, upon that condition, 
he again departed. 

Fearful of incenfing him when fo 
entirely in his power, Ertella endea¬ 
voured, as well as her agitation would 
jiermit, to cloathe herfelf in the gar¬ 
ments (he found in the bundle. 

She was fcarce attired, when Ifgp- 
burgh again appeared, and telling her, 
Ihe was really the moll extraordinary 
•f all creatures; for that, notwith- 
fianding her tears ^ and paffions, he 
had never feen her look prettier than 
at that moment! hurried her once 
more into the carriage. 






C2 


FUGITIVE OF 


After- travelling about a league, 

c 

Ifenburgh taking fome provifions from 
one of the pockets of the carriage, 
ftrongly urged Eftella to accept of 
fome refreihments, but in vain. 

“ Eftella, (cried Ifenburgh, after 
her pofitive rejedlion of the nouriih- 
mcnt he offered,) you probably think, 
by refufing fuftenance, to induce me 
to give up the completion of my 
fekeme. Undeceive yourfelf; you are 
now fafe in my poffeffion, and no 
power whatever, nor no artifice of 
your own, Ihall induce me to relin- 
quifh you. In lieu of incenfing me. 
It is your intereft to oblige me; for, 
I repeat, that your fate "depends al- 
moft entirely upon yourfelf. I am 
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willing to overlook ail that has paffed; 
then do not force me to extremities, 
by either difdain or obftinacy ? We 
have already travelled near twelve 
hours; it will be impoffible to reach 
home in lefs than eight and forty 
more; if you perfift in this perverfe 
refufal of food, you will, undoubtedly, 
occafion yourfelf a fevcre illnefe: you 
are already faint and low. Come, 
Ellella, be prevailed upon.” 

The arguments of Ifenburgh had 
fome weight upon the mind of Elf- 
tella. She acquiefced in her own 
heart, to the folly and wtk of ex- 
afperating him: and, taking the refo- 
lution to temporize for the prefont. 
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accepted of foine of the preferred re- 
frelhnieiit. 

Ifenburgh feemed pleafed with her 
acquiefceiicc, and endeav'oured to en¬ 
gage her In couverfation, but the latter 
attempt w'as quite ineftecflual ! 

“ Have you no cuiiotity to heai 
bow I difeovered your retreat, EilellaV 
(he enquired.) I afTtirc you I have 
Iwen at no little trouble ! Oh, what 
a paffion I was in when I heard of 
your flight! That ideot, Ulrique, 
concealed it from me till the even¬ 
ing after y*bur departure, (pretending 
you was too ill to rife from your bed,) 
being, as the afterwards faid, afrtiid of 
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the efftT^s of my anger. Owing to that 
[ileco of folly, you*gained an advantage 
not to be retrieved by me. Had I pur- 
fued you inftantly, you could never 
have eluded the diligent fearch I 
jnade.” ■ 

Ifenburgh paufed at thefe words, 
and feemed to expedl a reply; but 
Eflella remaining lilent, he continued, 

“ In my firft tranfports of anger^ 
I turned off every fervant in my houfe, 
(excepting poor- old Catherine, who, 
having lived near thirty years in the 
family, I could not prevail ui>on my- 
felf to difmil&) 1 then hurried to 
Mansfeldt, thioking you might have 
fled thither; but the family were ah- 
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fent, nor couid I learn any tidings of 
you: at length, my good genius point¬ 
ed-out to me to enquire at the con- 
.vent of St. Clare; and, from the 
Abbefs learned, that you was then 
under the proteflion of Baronefs Stral- 
zi, at Pilfen. Aftonilhed at your having 
fecured fuch refpedable proterSion, and 
to find you had aAually introduced your- 
felf into Sigifmund’s family, I judged 
it neceflary to proceed with caution; 
*nd, hafiening to Pilfen, I remained 
incog, attentively obferving the mo¬ 
tions of the family. When I heard 
of the projt;d\ed mafqueradc, I infiantly 
formed the refolution of carrying yOu 
off hy firatagem <m that night; and, 
by bribing highly three of Baron 
Stralzfs fervants, efiafled my fcheme. 
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as you know. Had I not fwccceded, 
I defigncd to have* waited on Marquis 
Rofenhaim, and informed him, you 
was the advcnturefs that had been 
endeavouring tp feduce his fon into 
a marriage; and, by that method, 
Jjave occafioned your difmiffal from 
the caftle!’’ 

Eftella fighed; the words that Ifen- 
biirgh had fpoken, concerning her ha¬ 
ving introduced herfelf into the fa-, 
mily of Sigifmund, dwelled upon her 
mimi, and excited her ftrongcft curi- 
ofity! 

She called to recoUedion the con- 
verfation of Palamede refpe^ling the 
miniature of Sigifmund, and was more 
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than evfer convinced be was acquaint¬ 
ed with him. 

But it was fingular, that, during 
the feven weeks (he had been ah in¬ 
mate in the caftle, neither his name, 
nor that of his family, (hould never 
have been mentioned. 

Once, (he remembered Marchionefs 
Rofenhaim fpeaking familiarly of 
Mansfeldt; and, from her converfa- 
tion, judging they had a manfion in 
the vicinity, had been tempted* to 
enquire concerning Baron Mansfeldt’s 
family s and, timidity alone, had pre¬ 
vented her lb doing. 


Ifenburgh roufed Ellella from the 
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train of thoughts into which (he men¬ 
tion of Sigifmund’s family had thrown 
her, by exclaiming: 

“ Tell me, fincerdy, Eflella ; have 
you and Sigifraund come to an ex¬ 
planation r" 

B^ftdla could IK) longer remain 
iilent. 


“ Sigifmund! (fhe repeated in an 
accent of furprife.) Did yon not tell me. 
Count Ifenburgh, that he was no more?” 

“ And have you not yet difeo- 
vered, (replied Ifenburgh, carelefsly,) 
that I told you a falfity ? In love, 
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as in ijfrar, all Hratagem is autho- 
rifed!” 

Eftella made no reply, and their 
journey was continued without inter¬ 
ruption. Whenever they approached 
a town or village, Ifenburgh carefully 
drew up the blinds of the carriage, 
fo that every hope Eftella might have 
cheriftied of gaining affiftance, was 
entirely baffled. 

It was midnight when they arri¬ 
ved at the caftle near Mindleheim. 

The fuffering and wearied Eftella 
was lifted from the carriage, half dead 
with fatigue and (hftrei& 
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Upon perceiving berfelf again in 
the dwelling from which Ihe had 
found it fiich a difficult matter to 
efcape, and from which Ihe had loft 
all hope of again flying, a deadly 
ficknefs came over her heart, and, 
almoft fainting, Ihe caught by the ftair- 
cafe for fupport, and, in filepce, of¬ 
fered up an humble prayer to the 
Power that could alone extricate her 
from the evils with which Ihe was 
threatened. 

Ifenburgh, perceiving her fituation, 
appeared concerned. 

I am diftrefled, (he cried,) that 
that there is not proper female at- 
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tendant» to receive you! I will, to¬ 
morrow, endeavour^ to procure them : 
in the mean while, will you accept 
of old Catherine’s attendarrce, and 
retire to your apartment ? I will not 
folicit your company at fupper to 
night; you are fatigued, and, doubt- 
lefs, with to be alone!” 

Eflella gratefully thanked Ifen- 
burgh for the permiflion to retire; 
but the man who had opened the 
door to them, faid, 

“ I will call Catherine; but I 
am afraid the is not well enough to 
wait on Mifs; fbe has been very 
bad indeed, for this iaft fortnight !’* 
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“ I.ct her be called this moment!’* 
(Exclaimed Ifcnbiwgh.) 

“ Oh, if flic is ill, pray do not 
diflurb her? (cried Eflella ;) I want 
no attendanceand, taking a light 
from the perfon nearefl: to her, af- 
cciuied the flair-cafe, and, .with a 
heavy heart, repaired to her former 
apartment. 



VOL. 'll—-t 
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CHAP. V. 

’TiJ^but a fupcrfidal art 

To heal the Ik in, and make the furfacc whole. 

When an unfearchable and mortal fting, 

Has pierced the nobler part. 


After fallening the door of the 
chamber, Eftella, who, though worn 
out with fatigue, yet felt no difpo- 
fition to fleep, threw herfelf into an 
arm chajr, and gave free indulgence 
to the afflidlion of her heart. 
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That Sjgifnuind lived Ihc now 
firmly believed ;• and that, in the 
character of the magieian, he had 
(iilcDurl'ed with her the evening of 
liie nial(|uerade. 

Oiltracted with the idea that he 
would jnobuhly ruj)|>oi'e (he had wil¬ 
lingly alianduned ijaroin l' Stralzi's pro- 
teaiuii, Ihc gave way to the moil 
t’rantic deljiair, til! feveral raps at tin 
door excited her alarm and attention. 

“ Who',s there;” (She enquired 
with much trepidation.) 

“ It IS Oitherine, Mifs, with your 
fiipjier; and w!io is come to prepare 
E 2 
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your bed.” (Anfwered a female voice 
from without.) 

Eftella opened the door, and, an 
old, infirm woman appeared, whofe 
countenance depided fo vifibly the 
marks of afperity and ill humour, 
that Eftella felt a fentiment of diflike 
i^ftantiy arife in her Ipreaft. 

But, when the poor creature, after 
placing upon the table the different 
articles (he had brought, feemed nearly 
exhaufted with illnefs and fatigue, the 
natural corapaflion Eftella ppffelfed, 
conquered every prejudice, and, look¬ 
ing at the old woman .with tender- 
nefs, (he faid. 
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“ I am concerned you have been 
occafioncd this bitiguc upcm my ac¬ 
count ! Pray fit down, and when 
yon are refled, retire to your own 
room. I cannot think of accc))tiny 
the aid of one who I'ccms to require 
attendance in lieu of beftowing it'.” 

“ I'luuik ye. Mil's, (returned the 
old woman, feating hcrfelf in the 
chair Eftella offered;) I am, to be fure, 
very ill: tinner, that I am, I feem now 
to fuffer for my iniquities! But, had I 
known my mafter would have return¬ 
ed to-night, to be fure I would have 
had things in better order. Ah, Mil's! 

I am forry from my heart he has found 
you! and yet I am glad to fee you here.” 

E 3 
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“ Glad to fee me! (repeated Ef- 
tella, with furprife',) Why Ihould 
you be glad to lee me? I do not 
iecolle(fl even to have feen you when 
I was laft confined in this place!” 

“ True, Mifs, (anfwered Cathe¬ 
rine,) but I have many things to 
fai,* to you! Did not you, when you 
was laft here, lofe a golden chain, 
with a heart upon, which was en¬ 
graved in a cypher, A.E. M.V” 

“ Yce, indeed, I was fo unfor¬ 
tunate, (cried Eftella;) tell me, my 
good woman, did you find it Y” 

“ Why—A- yek” (Replied Cathe¬ 
rine, with fotne hefitation.) 
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“ Oh! that I had any 1‘eward to 
(jiTcr you! (returned Efleila,) but, 
alas! I have nothing to give, but 
thanks! I am poor and deftitiitc! 
But fay when can you reftore it to 
me ? Can you give it to me to-night f” 

“ No, (anfwcred. Catherine;) I 
have it not about me. You (hall, 
however, have it the firft opportunity. 
And now, Mifs, pray Jell me who 
gave it to you?” 

“ A very dear friend!’’ (Replied 
Eftella^ rather furprifed at the inter* 
rogation.) 

*'• Were the initials hers?” (Again 
enquired Catherine. 

3 4 
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“ No, (anfwtred EfteHa;) they 
belonged to my parejrfts.” 

Cat^rine made no reply; the 
feemed overwhelmed with ficknefs. 
An afthmatic cough, for fome minutes, 
deprived her of refpiration. 

JEdelia offered her all the affift- 
aace in her power, and addrefled her 
wkh a degree of foftnefs and com- 
pafBon that fe^enied highly gratifying 
to the poor fuSerer, who, as foon as 
fhe fufficienlly recovered to be 
to fpeak, faid, 

“ You appear a kind-hearted good 
young lady. I am heartily ibiry I 
cannot affift you. in your trouble^: what 
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I can, I will do, you may depend upon 
it: but have you Tio friends to take your 
part? Where is your father and mo¬ 
ther ? Are they not living ?" 

“ I never knew the comforts of 
parental c^re, (replied Eftella, with 
tears;) and the only friend I ever pof- 
fefled, is fled from me for ever!” 

“ Well, do not defpair, (rejoined 
Catherine;) hope for the heft; you 
may yet know many happy days! *In 
the mean while, pray do not cxafperate 
my mailer; by appearing a little re¬ 
conciled to his condud, you may, at 
any rate, gain time; and who, can fay 
what ihall happen ? 
s 5 
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Catherine then repeated her offers 
of fervice with refpeft to waiting upon 
Eftella, who, in confideration of her 
age and infirmities, declined to accept 
them; and, finding her attendance not 
required, (he withdrew. 
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CHAP., VI. 


——-Oh, bid me leap 

From off the battlement* of yonder tower j 
Or diain me to feme fteepy mounCunh top. 

Where roaring bears and favage Uons roam: 

Or, (hut me nightly in a charnel houfc, 

O’er-covered quite with dead mens’ rattling bones, 

With reeky (hanks, and yellow chaplefs (kulls; 

Or, bid me go into a new madc<;cav'«. 

And hide me with a dead man in his (hrostd^ 

(Things, tliat to hear tlicra named, lave made me tremble; 
And I svill do it without fear or doubt, 

To five, an unftained wife, to my fweet lovc^ 


The following mproing, Eflella re¬ 
ceived a m'eflage from Ifenburgh, re- 
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quefting fhe would favour him with 
her company at breakfafti 

Happy to feize any pretext for 
avoiding him, (he pleaded the fatigue 
of her journey, and begged to remain 
in her apartment, 

Ifenburgh, with a degree of com- 
plaifance that did violence to his feel¬ 
ings, acquiefced; but fhortly afterward 
i'ent up another meflage to fay, (he 
meet him at dinner. 

The appi^enfion of incenhng Wm* 
determined Eftella to comply; and, 
when the hour arrived, the r^aired 
?<3:the faibon, tretnbling with fear and 

.'■•nXictT.' 
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Ifenhurgh received her with apparent 
marks of pleafuraand fatisfa^lion; and 
endeavoujed, by entertaining her with 
lively converfation, to banifh the evi¬ 
dent embarraiTment under which (lie 
laboured. 

DireiUy, upon the fervants rcmo- 
ing the dinner, Eftella rofe, and mo¬ 
ved towards the door. 

“ Stop, Eftella, (cried Ifenburgh, 
rifing to prevent her,) before you 
retire, I muft explain my inten¬ 
tions.” 

Eftella feemed irrefolute how to 
,9^; bnt Ifcnburghv feizing her hand, 
gently led her back‘to her feat. 
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“ I am diftreffed, Eftella, (lie 
continued,) to percehre the feai-s you 
feem to entertain. Baiiith every un- 
pleafant apprehenfion; it is true you 
have reafon to fuppofe me irritated 
by your cruel defertion of niy pro- 
tedion, and confequent rejection of 
my honourable propofahj and I will 
atktiowledge that I icas highly dif- 
pleafed! but I am not vindidive; 
my anger foon evaporates; as a pi oof, 
I again offer you my hand! An 
which, believe me, few perfons in 
my fituation, would have the gene- 
rofity to make*- but, obferve, Eftella, 
I will not be trifled with; every 
thing is in readinefe for our union 
taking plac*' this evehiogj prepare 
yourfelf to meet me, ^rdbre, at 
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the altar: if you have the folly to 
refufe, take tht confequeures, anti 
blame only yourfelf!" 

EfleJla endeavoured to leply, but 
tears choaked her voice, a.nd all utter¬ 
ance was denied her. 

Ifenburgh perceived her diflrefs, and 
again addreffed her: 

“ I fcarce know how to interpret 
your prefent agitation. I atn willing 
to believe it* docs not proceed from 
any repugnance to whgi I have juft 
propofed. Eftella, my conduct mufl 
have proved to- you that I am dc- 
te^ioed tp make you mine: do not, 
by perverfenefs, oblige me to aA in 
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a maoner I wifh to avoid! For the 
prefent, retire to yoflr chamber; coti- 
fult your own reafon, and let that 
determine you. At nine o’clock I ftiall 
expefl you will, with cheerfulnefs, al¬ 
low me to conduct you to the chapel.” 

The words of Ifenblirgh, were like 
dagger# to the heart of Eftella; who, 
however, gladly availed herfelf of the 
permiffion to retire; and, haltening to 
her chantber, gave vent to the agony 
of her mind. 

She IhtMidered at the eonfeqiaence 
of informing ifenburgh of her mar¬ 
riage; y«^ it was a ■ confeflion Ihe 
found it w^suld be abfolttt^y oecel^uy . 
to reveal. 
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After much deliberation Ihe refolv- 
ed to defer it Itill ftie was before 
the pried, hoping his prefence might 
be fome check *10 the violence of 
Ifenburgh. 

% 

The rccollcfdion of her chain and 
lieart then occurred; and defirous of 
feeing Catherine, (whom the was ra¬ 
ther furprifed had not vifited her in 
the courfe of the day,) Ihe rang the 
bell. 

Two ftrange young women in- 
llantly appeared, and with many curt- 
fies, informed her, they had been, 
hired by Count Iferburgh to attend her, 
and begg«i to know heif otmnjands. 
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Eftella informing them tliat (lie 
wifhed to fpeak to Catherine, one of 
them inftantly departed, but prefently 
returned, with intelMgence, that the 
poor creature was too ill to wait upon 
her. 


“ She tells me, • (continued the 
young woman \<rho \yas named Char¬ 
lotte,) that fhe was coming to your 
apartment, Madam, this morning, but 
was feized with a fit upon the ftair«, 
in' which ftate fome of our fellow- 
fervants found her, and carried her to 
her bed-root#.*’ 

“ I wifhed to have feen her con^ 
cerning a chain I have loll, and 





Tllfi FORFST. 


91 


wliicli, file informed me, iTie had 
found, (anl'wered'Efteila.) Will you 
be fo good as to ofiquire if (he can 
now lend it to mcr 

Charlotte again \ ifitcd the chamber 
of Catherine, but (liortly returned with 
a melTage full of refped to Eftella; 
but, at the fame time faying, it Y^as 
not in lier power then to return the 
chain, 

Eftella fighed! but, at that mo¬ 
ment, a great clock of the caflie 
linking feven, more diftffcffing images 
aflailed her mind! She Ihuddered 
v/ith apprehenfion ; her attendants 
obferv'ing her emotion, enquired if 
Ihe was ill? She replied in the nega- 
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live; and, feeling their prefence an 
infupportable coaftraint, added, that the 
bad then no occafion for their fervices, 
and would ring when (he required 
nhem. 


“ We fhall have the honour to 
attend you to the chapel, my Lady, 
I hope! (cried,Charlotte, as with the 
other attendant (he was leaving the 
room.) Shall we return in half an 
hour ? The prieft is already arrived." 

A fudden idea firuck upon Eftella’s 
mind, that, *^y difcourfing with' the 
prieft, without witneflSss, and avowing 
the marriage fhe had already formed, 
ftie might fecurc a friend thiit might 
afhft hee. 
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She therefore defired her women 

# 

not to leave her; "hod enquired, if they 
could inform her -where the prieft then 
was? 

Charlotte immediately offered to 
go and enquire. 

“ Do fo, (returned Eftella,) .but 
let your enquiries feem to proceed 
alone from yourfelf. Upon no account 
inform Count Ifenburgh that I defired 
them I" 

Charlotte readily jmnnifed, and 
faying ftie would be expeditious, de- 
pat^ed. 


She was,' however, fome time 






94 


FUGITIVE OF 


gone; but, upon her return, informed 
Eftella, that the ^ppieft was alone in 
a fmall room adjoining the chapel, and 
offered to condu£l her there if flic 
had any thing to fay to him. 

Eftella, (who imagined herfelf fuf- 
ficiently well acquainted with the 
caftle to difcovcr the way to the 
chapel,) declined the offer; and, fay¬ 
ing (he had only enquired from mo¬ 
tives of curiofity, difraifled ,i>oth her 
attendants. 

They were no fooner departed, 
than flic determined to feck the prieft; 
and, taking a lamp that burned upon 
tlie table, foftly opened the door of 
her chamber, and, with light fteps 
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defcended the ftair-cafe, aifd haftily 
eroded the gallesy that led the wJfy 
to the chapel. 




96 


FUGITIVE OF 




CHAP. VII. 


-. . Soft her accents fell, 

Like voices of departed friends heard in our dream", 
Or mullc in the ait, when die night IJpirits 
Warble their nupc nuoftreUy. 


£sTELLA*s tieart thn^bcd violently 
as Ihe delSquMided the winding ftair- 
cafe that file exp^d would bring 
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rn to the door that openetf into the 
court of the chajfel! 

Upon reaching it, her hand? trem¬ 
bled with the agitation the under¬ 
went, to fuch a violent degree, that 
the was obliged to paufe forae rai- 
nutes, before Ihe had ftrength fuf- 
ficielit to remove the fafteiting. 

The night was clear and teau- 
liful; thf moon (hone with uncom-. 
rnon brightnefs; every pbjedt feeme'd 
difcernable; and, i^rceiving a door to 
her right hand, ihe conjectured it to 
belong to the room of which Char¬ 
lotte had fpoken; and, putting her 
hand t|poo the lock, it inilantly gave 
way. 

VtiL. n—F 
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She entered, and at the fame.in- 
flant, the door ciofi^d with violence. 
The noife ftartled her; the more fo, 
as the night was mild and ferene, 
and the wind did not appear to 
have fufficient power to have been 
the occafion. 

After ifemaining a few minutes 
irrefolute, whether to proceed or to 
return, Eftellaj bolding up her lamp, 
endeavoured to furvey the room. 

It af^eamd fmall and confined: 
the window-lhutters were clofe Ihut, 
fb that the moon had no power to 
emit her li^t. 


Every thing was fflent; and fiie 
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had determined to return to her apart¬ 
ment, and refigil berfelf to the tatk 
of avowing her marriage in Ifen- 
burgh’s prefence, whpn fhe perceived 
another dwr at the further end ot 
the apartment. 

Hope again reanimated her^ and 
the hatiily reached the dpor, which, 
after having paffed, ^ found had 
conduced her into a fmall iBifage. 

A light appear^ at fomc diftance, 
and the air fhe breathed was cold 
and damp. 

The lamp Ibe carried;iiffi»r4ed but 
an indifeiaeot light, and frequently 
occahon^ ’i»dows'* 9^, ihe paffed, 





100 


FUGITIVE OF 


wliicb, though (he was not very 
timid, yet appalled her imagination. 

She, however, proceeded; ^ but, 
upon gaining the fpot from whence 
the light appeared, found herfelf in 

the chapel, which feemed perfedlly 

^ • 

empty; and that the light that had 
attfaded her, proccfeded from the 
moon fhining through the long Gothic 
windows. 

Difappointed and chagrined, (he 
turned, with the intention of getting 
bach to her apartment as expeditioufly 
as polTible, when a found, like foot- 
fleps arrefted her motkm, and, placinjg 
herfelf behind a lat^ pillar to which 
Ihe happened 'to be near, and con- 
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cealing her lamp ay well as Ihe was 
able, remained a few minut.es in mute 
attention, fcarce allowing herfelf to 
breathe. 

She gazed fearfully around; the 
light of the . moon allowed her to 
diftinguilh fome objc£ls with facility; 
but, upon others,' call a fltade that 
added to the folemnity of the fcene; 
and the air of gloomy grandeur that 
pervaded the whole, iofpired her with 
dread and awe; yet every thing ap¬ 
peared ftill and q[uiet. 

She ventured frora^ her place of 
concealment, and determined to re- 
turn the 'way Ihf had entered. 
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Upon looking towards the door, 
(he thought flte difcovered a figure at 
I'ome diftance. 

Alarmed, (he turned haftily down 
the aifie, and prefently (bund herfelf 
at the foot of the altar. 

She again veptored to look towards 
the frofli wheike thought (he 
had beheld the but nothhig was 
to be tmi ; and file flattered herfelf it 
had been a jphanfom. Created by her 
own jmaginaUon*'' 

Her courage retumedh the fight 
of the altac €3116# to her reo^ledion 
the inttiltflhog isointsit Of her Ujgion 
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with Sfgifmund; and, fallthg upon her 
knees, (he firft ‘filentljf -qaculsfed a 
ferment prayer for deliverance from 
the power of Ifenbui^h, and then re¬ 
newed the foletnn vows fhe had 
piloted, of love and fidelity to the 
beloved polfelfor of her afiedUonsi 

Upon rtfing from her knee^ the 
heart of EfielU funk itith terror at 
hearii^ a fbft ndte Aom behind, that 
refembled half-fupp»^S$d breathing. 

She remained fome momeatt mo> 
tionlefs with fear, which inerted 
to honw, upon fiseUnf herfelf encir^^ 
clcd in an embn^e. 


A piercing fiiriek efeaped her; fhe 
S4 
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endeavoured to fly, but found herfelf 
clofely with-held. 

She ftniggled, but had not the refo- 
lution to look round. The perfon who 
held her uttered fome accents, which her 
terror prevented her from diftinguifhing. 

At length, endeavouring to con¬ 
quer her terrors, ftie ventured to turn 
her head, and beheld herfelf clafped 
in the arms of Ifenburgh! 

Fear, for a few minutes, lent her 
additional ftrength; Ihe tore herfelf 
from his embrace, and flew with ra¬ 
pidity down the aifle. 


Ifenburgh, \catciHpg up the lamp, 
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(fhe had left upon the Heps nearcft 
to the fpot where fhe had been kneel¬ 
ing,) quickly purfued her; ftie heard 
his footfteps, and terror added celerity 
to her flight. The door through which 
fhe had paffed into tlie chapel, con¬ 
tinued open: fhe ruihed through it to 
the 4ong paffage, and at laft reached 
the room in which fhe had hoped to 
have found the pried. 

In vain fhe fought to difcover 
the door that opened into the court; 
every t^jed was obfcured in the 
total darknefs that prevailed. 

BreathJefs and exhaufted, fhe lean¬ 
ed J^ainft the ' wainfeot for fupfwrt, 
and heard the approach of Ifenhurgh. 
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with fenfati6ns of horror and defpair 
that are urtdefcribable* 

Ifenborgh alraoft immediately en¬ 
tered the apartmenf, and, ciofing the 
door, inflantly difcemed the terrified, 
and, neariy-feinting Eftella. 

Placing the kmp wpaa the table, 
he approached her, and, with a fmile, 
exclaimed: 

“ Why, my dear, unaccountable 
Ethdla! Tell tn^ -I conjure you, 
what occafions this hidden cjcfraor- 
nary alarm ? We parted,> i$ I through^ 
perfe£Uy good friends after ihnneri 
and I fince learned you had, of pmt 
own free wi^i>tepahed tor^he ehapeL 




TH8 «ORI!S^. 107 

. .. ...... 

Pteafed with the ialeIHgcnce‘, I haf- 
tily follovrcd ymt but, at the mo- 
ment when delighted with your com¬ 
pliance, I am going to exprefs my 
gratitude, you fcream as if terror ftruck, 
and fly, as if you had encountered a 
fpedlre! But compofe your fpirits my 
fweet girl; if I alarmed you by my 
hidden aj^jearance, believe me, I‘am 
heartily forry.” 

Eftella could not reply. Ifenbui?^, 
drawing a ehtir near to the |^le on 
which he had placed the lamp, obliged 
her to fit down; and, by the tea- 
dereft -exprcffiwis, endeavoured to re- 
tbre her to compofiue. 


The chapel dock finch nmef 
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tella trembled, but Ifenburgh feeming 
not to perceive her emotion, took 
her hand, faying, 

“ Come, deareft Eftella, let me 
lead you back to the altar.” 

■' Edtella withdrew her hand, and 
Ihrutik from him; yet emboldened by 
the foftnefs which the thought the f#er- 
ceived in his maimer, faid, in a tre¬ 
mulous tone: 

Count Ifenbui^h, am I really to 
fuppofe you love liic?” 

“ Suppojt 1 Iwe youl (Returned 
Ifenburgh.) Eftella, you are dearer 
to me than exiflencel What would 
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I not perform to infure your happinefs! 
There is no fafcrifice, however dif¬ 
ficult, but what I would gladly make 
to receive only one approving fmile!” 

“ Then, indeed, it is quite in 
your power to command my efleem 
and gratitude for ever!" (Anfwered 
Eftella.) 


“ Oh, name but'the conditions!” 
(Cried Ifenburgh, eagerly.) 

Pray hear me ^ith patience, 
(replied Eftella.) Obftachss that can¬ 
not he removed, impede our union, 
and — 

“ No, no! (Interrupted Ifenburgh,) 
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eti th-at fub)e^l I will not hear a fyl- 
lable! Yott already* know my final 
determination! 

“ "Oh, fay not fo! (Exclaimed 
Eftella.) You are too generous to op- 
pcefs the unfortunate! Recolkstl the 
promifes of protefiioni you enicoaraged 
me jp^ith upon our firft meeting! I 
moft gratefully remember the kind 
relief you then a&rded rBej bet for 
your ^nerofity, to whai erili might 
I not have fallen a vidira? Do not 
let it be faad, you faved me frem the 
calamities that 1 might' hatve fotfercd 
from ‘ etiKEre, to be yourfeff the* in- 
fiidtor Of my miferies!” 


* If itttedt CrheTty in 
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diking you to accept my hinH and for- 
tune?” (Demanded lienburgh haugh> 
tily.) 


“ Yes; (aafwcred £Aet}a,)> when 
I repeat, that it is utterly impofi^le 
for roe to accept them!” 

Take care, Ellella; (replied 
Ifenburgh,) I am now calm; but be 
cautious how you excite roy refent- 
roent Remember, you ate folely in 
my power V‘ 

** Oh, Count Ifmboigh! (CriedEf- 
tella.) You haye new named my great- 
eft fecurjty! I am'* io’^yow power# 
and have I not therefore a claim upon < 
your gm^o&ty? Wh*t map <d‘ honmv 




112 


FUGITIVE OF 


would take advantage of the helplefs 
ftate of the friendlefs and unhappy?” 

“ I infift upon being informed of 
the reafons, that you fay, render our 
marriage impoffible. (Exclaimed Ifen- 
burgh, who had feemed for fome mi¬ 
nutes loft in conjeiSkire.) If any do 
exift, it is proper I ftiould be made 
acquainted with them.”. 

“ I cannot tel! you whiift you 
look fo fternly!” (Anfwered Efteila, 
agitated violently.) 

“ No trifUng, Eftella! Returned 
Ifenhurgb.) I vail be informed!” 

** Then hear wsi/b with (^rmujefs* 
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(exclaimed the intimidated Eftella:) 
but the vows you demand, are already 
given to another!” 

“ ’Tis falfe! (Cried Ifcnburgb, 
vehemently.) You affert an impof- 
fibility! When? Where could this 
pretended union take place ? No; it is 
a palpable invention, too ridiculous to 
gain belief; nor does it in the leaft 
{hake my rcfolution!” 

“ And yet, (cried Eftella, {bedding 
a torrent of tears,) I have uttered 
nothing but the truth." 

“ Name, then, the perfon to whom 
thefe vows were given.” (Returned 
Ifenburgh, with encreafing p^on.) 
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“ I date not, (faid Eftdla;) but, 
as I hope for your bompaffion and for- 
giveriefs, indeed, I arti already mar¬ 
ried r 


^ Then it is Sigiftnund by whom 
I am fupplantedJ (Rejoined the en¬ 
raged Ifenbufgh.) But do you imagine 
thi? confefflon will arail yon ? On 
the contrary, it has at^d a tlimnias 
to my intentions! And the gratifea- 
tion of humbling you to become my 
mlfirefin, will be eireai i^ightened by 
the ^fledHoa, that ! it the fame 
time, heaping ihame and difgiaoe upon 
my detefted rival !** 


*• Oh, mercyt m^r’ (®ur^kcd 
the hftif-Attntle 
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At the fame inAant, irom the 
extremity of the foom oeareft to the 
cliapel, appeared the form of a pale, 
but beautiful female, in loofe flowing 
drapery, which drooped in folds, and 
half (haded her countenance. 

“ Ifenbutigh! (Cri«d the (hade.) 
My fim! Deflflf Eflella is tby 
filter!’’ 

“ What is It I bt^old? (Ex¬ 
claimed the amaswd Ifedburgh.) This 
is fome dec^tkn r* 

With thefe wor6» he {pnmg to¬ 
wards the fpot where he beheld the 
appearand: but his foot flruck againll 
the table; he fell with it to the ground. 
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with violence; the lamp was extin- 
guiftied, and every *objedl was loft in 
the darknefs that fucceeded. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


There is a trembling expeiSation m me. 

That, by fome fecret draws me on 

To the great revelation thy 6tt' 

The time is laVring, iwijfeo things and new 
Fiefs to the birth, prt^tBfeyourfelfto meet them. 


EsTELLA, who had funk upon the 
floor in breathlefs terror, u})on the 
appearance of what Ihe concluded a 
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fpedre, remained fome time in total 
infenfifaility. 

Upon opening her eyes, (he was 
tempted firft to believe, from the 
quiet that prevailed, ' and the entire 
darknefs, that Ihe had been only ha- 
raffed with a torramitiiig dream; but 
i few minutes refledion convinced her, 

c 

that every thing that had feemed to 
occur, was perfi^ly real. 

The words of the fpedre ftill vi¬ 
brated upon her ear, and bewildered 
her in doubt and amazement. 

She blefied the merciful intcrpo* 
Gtion that had rairaculoidly favcd her 
from the violence with’whidb ftie %d 
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been threatened; and, as her*courage 
returned, even vyflied for the. re¬ 
appearance of the Hia^, tx> elucidate 
the myfterious words Che had utferedl 

Aftonilhed at 'the ftillnefs that 
continued, and furprifed at what could 
have befallen Ifenhurgb, ftie rofefiwi 
the ground and codeavouned to gain 
the part of the room where the windows 
were lituated. 

After feme. time ftie difeovered 
one, and having with difficulty opened 
the Ihutters, the moon ftiU ffiining, 
enabled her to obferve the ftate of 
the apartment. 

Ifenburgh- lay ejet^Jhded upon the 
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flooY clo*fe to the table over which he 
had fallen; and feenaed to have received 
a fevefe wound on his forehead with 
one of the (harp corners. 

She immediatefy approached him; 
he was ftiinned by the blow he had 
rcceivied, and the blood ran faft from 
the wound! 

“ Oh! (thought Eftella) if he is 
indeed my .brother, ought I to leave 
him in.thisftate?” 

And at the fame in^nt tearing a 
part of her gown, flie endeavoured to 
bind up the wound. 


If«iburgh half opened his eyes, 
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and perceiving hn# ft\e wa$ ^jjpioyed, 
feebly articulated Ms thanks* 

“ I will eodeavoufj/t® iJatl afliift- 
ance,” (cried Eftella,’ aftei ha'igiag 
bound up his forehead as -well ^he 
was able). 

“ No, do not, I conjure you, Edella, 
(exclaimed Ifeoburgh) w a few minutes 
1 think I flt3U>be able fed fhis fpot, 
leave me I beg, I wat^ n.Jdfther 
aid." 


Efteita 4nd nreefing no 

ber oWtt^sipber, 
where fee had »ot been liiany minates 
before ihw. ^tepdaht, Chfirlotte, ap¬ 
peal!^ 


VOL.*JI-nrfi 





- - .m. —:-r-sr'- 

l^@4ai^i {cried (he 

* 

upQ&^i<(i#tfrii^,I J3(»v^ been feeking 
you evistf where! I come from poor 
C^ihe^V» I am reaiiy afraid, is 

h fiMmeftly to 
ihe" you, that I hiofer you aot 
deny ^ requelll To be fine it is a 
moutlilil ^iSacle," but the, poot 
creature's plea^ngs would melt a 


(replied EMla). 




introdtoed 

rine. 



iWp foon 

Ca^- 


The pooir 






tbw 


US' 


Eftella, garc ah ^»tranf- 

port! then' booking, tpwtfis dmrktte, 
Ihe foftly wh!fp«tdl: 

wMitf to lihfold'ittft 

* ’ 

be to yborfetf akwie*’*’ 

“ Leave ua, Charlotte," (fdlM Ef- 
tella). 


The womsm' artth^hew » and Ca- 

^ * * 

therinei kxiiQg it Mella, 

exelaimed. 


“ Olit -beea 

abki^ti' 


IN*. rieoU^ Ifiidii) i am diU 
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“ OJt! providence! I 

thank Thee!^ (cried Catherine ener¬ 
getically, and with uplifted hand''); 
Oh! hSife ‘Efiella, I have much to 
unfidd, Init t weak, I muft 

make my' narration as ihtMt as pof- 
fible, firft, promife me your forgive- 
nefe.” 


“ Yod fnrely canffiit have injuicd 
me! (returned SleKa), yet i( you think 
you haye^ JJUweptjay^pardosBu” 


“ ’Alal!“ the old woman) 


the smft'fiiip ^trmkedEudi^lthe wretch 
‘uW'WL,, ^ 

now before you | Tw will execrate 

me whci%"i^/|li 0 i(|. At, to'l am' 

pemtentt dndk#i 
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ap|>ears to nie the only w|y pf |tl«n)ptr 
ing to exU'nuate my giult T* 

“ Oh! how you lotiJite with 
fufpetice* (exda«iQ^*l^lfe^)» 
fake Iw brief.” 

Have yoti been in Ih® tS^pcl to 
night? (enquired Catherfce) or in 
any of the places i 

“ I bavej’ {anfwered fifteila with 
emotion). 

" Tell .|pe Tthen, Lady, 

did. you not fee 

, 1 
a female fiature*" 

^ ^#1 fearfully) 
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lae 


by what miracle coold you difeover 
it?" 


“ (Ml, Mifs Eftella, (refamed the 
old woman,) then you have beheld 
vour mother?” 

“ What! (exclaimed Eftella, wild¬ 
ly,) beheld ray mother! And does 
{he live'^” 

“ Yes,*(foB8edbHt Catherine;) (he 

lives, indeed!” 

! 

“ Qtaeioua heaven! (cri^ Eftella, 
foiling upon her ktiee£) * I dhank 
Thee’ And may you, (continued flie, 
turning to Ca^idrihe,) for* this me 
confelBon, receive for all 
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your offences, be they eyw fo numer¬ 
ous ! But dire(^ me how to find 
her. Let me fly to her! Is the 
iniprifoned? Surdly Ifeuthuiigh cannot 
know-——” 


“ Oh, no, indeed, (anfwered Ca- 
therinc,) he is perfediy ign^nt ot 
every circuraftance: but tajte thefe 
keys, Mifs. Go to the firfl: jjoor 
on your right hand that opens from 
the paved conrt iat5 the chapel. 
When in the room that it will lead 
you to, (and in which I imagine you 
have already been this ni^t,) you 
will dbferve^ a large pi^ure of the 
late Count hanging nearly oppofite 
the doors carefully feek for a button 
that is hehind th^ canvas ; prefs it 

G 4 
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hard with your hngers, th.e pannel 
and piiflure will fliik: back, ’and you 
will then percciic a door of grated 
ironunlock if, and defeend the 
ftairs to which it will condutSl you, 
and you will then enter the abode of 
your unfortunate mother.” 

Kftclla eagerly took the keys vviih 
which Catherine prefented her; and, 
not even reflecting U{)on the terrors flie 
iiad fo lately experienced there, di- 
lefled her trembling fteps towards 
the chapel.. 
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CHAP. rx. 


riuie lateur de raes iovrs, p^r quel 
Miracle, par quel predige m’ctc>! 
Vo as rendu f 


EsTELLxA, having ITriilly' obferved 
the inftruftions of Catherine, foou dif- 
covered the fecret fpring in the wain- 
fcot; anda preffing it hard with her 
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thumb, it inll4ntly opened, and dif- 
covered the grated door. 

A variety of contending emotions 
rtruggled in her bofom as the de- 
fcended the,old and rugged ftone flairs, 
to which it had condmfled ber- 

*Upon entering the gloomy cavern 
that (he fuppofed would foon lead hei 
to her mother, Ihe- paufed for a few 
minutes to regidn her refolution. 

Every thing vTas filent: (he looked 
towards an apertute at feme difiance, 
through which* a glimmering light 
feemed to iflfiiej ftie.haftily-advanced 
towards it, and eiUefeed lai||te&zed 
chamber* laattedi camfhttT^i aound. 
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and •A’ell carpeted; a gtwd fire blazed 
in the chimney, and a lamp burned 
upon the table. 

A couch at the top of the room 
attra<51cd her ' attention; (he approach¬ 
ed it, and beheld, afleep, the. figure 
whofe appearance had fo fortuitoufly 
refcued her from Ifcnburgh! 

Impreffbd at once with' filial knc, 
awe and veneration, file kneeled by 
the fide of the coucb, and, in a foft 
prayer, breathed foith thanklgiving^ 
for being fti ikiraculonfly united to 
her mother. 

£a^ ' to behold her open her 
eyes, to eatch the endearing aj:^i- 
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lalion of daughter frora her lips, Ef- 
telltt coutinljed to kneel by the fide 
of her parent. 

The intereftiag-moment arrived; 
the injured,, fufferer awoke, and, fee¬ 
ing Efiella, littered a plaintive cry: 
“ My child!”— “ My mother!” — was 
air that either could articulate; and, 
clafped in each othcra arms, they 
mingled tears of joy and agony! 

It was a confiderable time, before 
either - Eft(#a or her*' aapther were 
fufficiently coptpofcd ,.to enter into 
converfation. 

The CKcefs th^ abfbrbed 
every other ittea*, .They . frequently 
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fpoke at the fame time, yet repeated 
their interrogatones without' waiting 
for a reply. 

At length, EftelJa gaided fufficient 
recollciflion to enquire, by what mi¬ 
racle (he had been difcovered by her 
mother? who, in return, informed her, 
that the happy event had been 6c-. 
cafioned by ^ Catherine’s finding the 
chain and heart i > 

“ But it is a Jong ftory that 1 
have to unfold, ((he added;) you 
will not be able to liften to me to¬ 
night !” 


Eftftla ftroogly folkited to be made 
then acq^iWJ^d ^with her p*Feiit<r-hif- 
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toj7t and ,to* h«ar Ijf n^at fingular 
circumftafice flie bad beeo inade a 
prifoner in her own fon's caftle ? 

“ 1 , Indeed) * my child, (•anfwer- 
ed her mother,) my ipirits have been, 
to-night^ ..r© mnch . agitated, that 
I do not think I coaid go through 
■what yon alk: befides,^ my Eflella, 
you foT^t the,^iixie^ l itiuft natu- 
tur 41 y feeh, % the canfe of 
yopr forlorn. a|id neglt^d.lJate. The 
little I t^ve, hfen able to gather 
frojn has lis^tmed, in^ad 

' •fmy.ictiriQfily I” 

.IS^Sella uCQmplilG»hLks .!b%ir as her 

a«ifo*fo» iPWoW peniiit, :,land.Vt4ttcd 

eresy evemt «£hef)i^-that mittmid 
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recollea, wkhmt omitting a fingle 

circuraftance. 

Her mother difplaycd the moft 
lively emotions dui^ the recital! la 
the part that particularly related to Ifen- 
burgh, (he f<»med agitated to agony! 

** Oh, my child! (ftie cried, when 
Eftella ceafed Ijpeakii^,) how can 
wc fufficicntly adore the Divine good- 
nefs that has thus wonderfully faved 
you from the gulph of mifery into 
which you have been fo nearly precipi¬ 
tated! May the miraculous intei^ 
fition prove a benehcial leflhn to my 
poor fon! Oh, Eltelia, to be rdlored 
to thb world; to enjoy the comforts 
that h&vb heea ifinri fifteen 
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nied to me, will not be a bleffmg, 
if I find bim worthlefs and ddii- 
pated! And, from what you have re¬ 
lated concerning him, I tremble! 

Ah, when I fuppofed myfelf for 
ever fecludW from the world! When 
1 concluded I Ihould never enjoy the 
lapturc of my childrens’ fociety, I 
tbm thought t^y bletSngs, 

which, to imjt, |jr ever, ba- 

nith unhappinefs’. now, when 

the moment feemis to approach, I feel 
the fallacy of my ideas: what com¬ 
fort can vifit thf parol’s h«art, whofe 
ofRpring is depraved and unworthy? 

Unfortunjite Ifead^qgh! B^j^yed 
ux early infancy of bmh parem^ your 
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fauks probably fpring from iiegltv 
and fake indulgeiiL'e, rather than froii, 
nature!" 

Eftella faid every thing to coA- 
I'ole her mother, and relieve the 
grief which oppreficd her heart { and, 
after fame time, perceiving her more 
compofed, again folicited to hear the 
fingukr evente that could have caufed 
her confinement,** entrtKiting her, not 
to condefeend upon minute* particu- 
lars, but merely to Eftlate, by whofe 
power and contrivance (he bad been 
thus immured; and the ilory of her 
death fabrieated. 


“.^condfely a^l can, (replied her 
mother,) I will endeavour to inform you. 




FJWITIVE of 


“ Ah, my (feareft Eftella, when 
you (hall hear youi* parent’s fad hif- 
tory, you will, more than ever, be 
convinced of the danger of conceal¬ 
ment, and tire miferies into which 
our palfions may involve us. Be ever 
diffident of your own judgment; nei¬ 
ther goodnefs of heart, nor even un- 
deriiandittg, are equivalent to expe¬ 
rience! Paflion tendi hut to lead us 
into error ; ai|4, H, is ns^tude of con- 
duft, that can 4loi^ guide us to hap- 
plnefr 
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CHAP. X. 

^ Oh, gtant 10 heaven I that ftxtitude of mind, 

Which liAene to 910 thitjr, not one pagans i 

-THOMIOe. 

fo her who lov'd ide nddh* mimi. 

My infant charge I aidMptiz'd conSgnM; 

With teare and figha I give thee to her cate, 

Remote from thence, the precious pledge to bear! 

What tongue my forrow, and my piainta can tell, 

Hoje oft I prefeM thee, with a Uft farewell! 

Wto ftreaming tear#, each tepder kifs is drown’d. 
While freqtseM g^s Ijiy flattering words calrfbund; 


“ I HAD the tblsfortune to lofe my 
father, (faid the Lady,) in w y iaiWirff 
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infancy; and, two years after his dc- 
ceafe, my mother niariied Lord Win- 
tertein, a nobleman of confideiablc 
fortune and authority; and alfo a wi¬ 
dower, with one daughter. 

“To the education of Agatha, his 
child, and myfelf, ray mother paid 
el^ual and unremitting attention, till 
I attained my eleventh year, when 
my misfortune* firlf opened in the 
irreparable lofs of that beloved pa¬ 
rent. 


“ Agatha, whom gtatitudennd in- 
clination had watmly attached to roy 
dear mother, finccrely fympathized in 
my forrow; and our. grief feemed 
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to defy even the foftening hand of 
time. 


“ Almoil immediately after her 
death, Lord Winterfein jdaced us, to 
finilh our education, in the convent 
of St. Agnes, where we remained 
lliree years; at the expiration of 
which time, we returned home, iu 
order to celebrate the nuptials of 
Agatha, (who was three years older 
than rnyfekf,) with the Chevalier Vel- 
dentz, to whom Ihe had b<en af¬ 
fianced from childhood. 

“ 'Alas, what an alteration had 
three fliort years made in our do- 
meftic refidence! Lord Winterfein 
had laarried again, and all his af- 
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fedlions feenlcd' centered in his new 
wife. 


“ I|c had never, even in the life¬ 
time of my mother, been affedionate 
towards me, but he was now per- 
fedlly unkind: I was fenfible I had 
no claim upon his regard, and there¬ 
fore bore his feverity in fiient forrow; 
but the coldnefsr he inanifefled towards 
the amiable Agftha, hirprlfed and con¬ 
founded me! 

“ In confeqnence of the very ear- 
neft folicitatiqj|gf dear Agatha, I 
was pertnitte^^» attend her' to the 
Chevalier’s eiMyie affef’ her ihiniage, 
inhead of ’ retornjng' to the chnvent. 
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as had been Lord Wiaterfein’s inten¬ 
tion, and, wheje *1 believe he would 
have been happy to have confined 
me for ever, had my not being a 
Proteliant • been a prevention to ray 
taking the veil; for I was folely de¬ 
pendant upon him. 

“ With Agatha, I remained two 
years; and, during that time, formed 
an attachment to, the only fon of 
Baron Melfog, which was never to 
be eradicated from my heart. 

“ Our regard was mutual, but he 
dared nq^vfolicit me in marriage, 
being,wholly dependant upon his fa¬ 
ther,^ wh^„ defigned him for a rich 
heirefij, to whom he was guardian. 
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“ In the mean time, I fuffercd 
the moft pdignant' foiToW, at wit- 
ncffihg the unhappinefs of my friend 
Madame Veldentz, whofc hufband, 

4 * 

plunged in gaiety and extravagance, 
was ruining his fortune, and behaving, 
towards her, with the moft riiiel nci- 
led and contempt. 

“ About this period, the Baroh Mel- 
fort died; and tny faithful Auguftu^ 
fucceeding to hts ifefta% as foon as 
decency vrould permit, threw himfelf 
at my feet, and conjured me to unite 
my fate to his. 

“ I referred hiin‘ tO'>^I^rd Wiflter- 
fein, tliinkiag, 

mother’s ^ l4iM>lfhn 
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attention; and, at the fame time, 
fully confident Ate would approve 
a union, that would free hiifi front 
all further trouble upon my account. 

“ Baron Melfort then immediately 
left me, to haften to Lord Winterfein, 
with whom he had no acquaintance ; 
but, whom he hoped would ajiprovf 
his propofals. 

“ After his rieparture, it was a 
confiderablc t^me before we received 
any intelligence gonceraiug him; when 
it did arrive! 

“ heavens! No fucceeding 
aogiii&ihas hexn able to obliterate 
the dieadfui agonies i «;itperteQced!.., 

v«« II*-« 
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“ Baron Melfort had, by accident, 
met Lord Winterfein at a friend’s houfc, 
' foraefeagues from the eftate of the latter. 

“ A moft violent quanel had taken 
place betwixt them, in confequencc 
of a difference of opinion in politics; 
a challenge was the confequencc: they 
met, and Lord Winterfein was fo dan- 
geroully wounded, that his life w'as 
endangered, and Baron Melfoit obliged 
to fly the country. 

“ 1 received thi| affliding news, 
with a peremptory ^effage, to return, 
without delay, to my father-in-law! 

“ I dared not to difobey the ciuel 
mandate; and, takbg a tend^ leave 
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of my dear Agatha, (who exprefl'cd 
the utmofl rcludance to part with 
me,) departed, full of afflidion, for 
Winterfein.caflle. 

“ Upon my arrival, I found Lord 
Winterfciii confined by the wounds 
he had received, and his deatli daily 
cxpedled. 

“ I was received by Lady Win- 
terfeiii as the author of thefe cala¬ 
mities; loaded with reproaches, and 
clofely confined to my chamber ! 

“ The following day I was ordered 
to attend Lord’Winterfein: with the 
hopes of foftening his refentmeat, 
flew to his l>ed-fjde. 

. H 




148 


FUGITIVE ■ OF 


“ I f<mnd him cruel and vin- 
didive; his breaif toiling with re¬ 
venge at his defeat in the duel; exe¬ 
crating hk antagonift, and hating me 
for the attachment I had acknow¬ 
ledged ! 

“ My fighs and tears feemed ra¬ 
ther to exafperate, than to mollify 
him; and, after exhaufting himfelf in 
reproaches, he extorted from me a 
folemn promife, that I would never 
unite myfelf to, or even fee Baron 
Melfort. 


*“ From thiat day, • contrary to the 
opinions and prede^oh^ of his medi<!al 
attendants. Lord. Wlnteitfeiii- rapidiy 
ommeted Wlth'iiethAi&g te»Ub, bis 
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hatred towards me fecmed to acquire 
incrcafing inveteracy, yet he would 
not fufFer me to return to Madame 
Veldentz, (who, in repeated letters, 
m^ed it as a favour,) nay, he, at 
laft, made a pretext, of her having 
authorifed Baron Melfort’s addreffes, 
without firfl: confulting him, to quar¬ 
rel, and break off all intercoiiife with 
his daughter. 

“ Baron Melfort, hearing that Lord 
Winterfein had recovered from bis 
wounds, returned from his place of 
concealment, and, addreffing a letter 
to hkn, full of the moft affecting and 
genuine forrow for the eflfe<fis of his 
ralhnefs, entreated pemiiQion,, that his 
marriage iiii^^,yet take place. 

11*3 
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“ I happened to be in my fatlier- 
in-kiV’s company whbil this letter ar¬ 
rived’} hit I have not language to 
defcribe the fury that pofil'fled him 
on the perufal. 

“ Not contented with rejecting the 
propofals with the mofl infiilting con¬ 
tempt his rancour was not I’atisfied, 
till, by a courfc of deep-laid fehemes, 
too tedious to be now related, which 
ihe power and influence he poflefled 
enabled him' to execute, he finally 
reduced the unforfimate Melfort from 
the potfeffion of a genteel compe¬ 
tency, to a ftate of actual poverty. 

“ I had refided near a fwelvc- 
i.’.onthJn Winterfeih caftie, when it 



the forest, 


151 


v.'as iny ill fortuue to altEa<9: tlx; 

oi’ Cotint ffenburgh, who di¬ 
mply unulu propnfals to Iml Witi- 
tcrfcin, which were, by him, iuilantly 
acceplfd. 

'■ III vain I made ufe of prayer* 
and entreaties, that the dreadful mar¬ 
riage might not take place; in vhin 
I fnpplicated for pemiifiion to remaisi 
linglc; my cruel flep-father was deaf 
to all I could utter, and I was com¬ 
manded to receive the Count as my 
future huiband. 

“ Feeling it impofhble ever to 
entertain a proper regard for the 
Count, and to obliterate the tender 
recoileiiiou of Mellbrt, I came to the 

hM. 
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rei^utlon co^fiTing any prior at- 
tachmenl, -and, ^potv^diiing. upon my 
dfUined tp withfJtiiwi; his pre- 

tenfions^ 

“ But my hopes proved fallacious; 
the Count replied, “ that 1 muft fup- 
pofe him very deficient «i gallantry to 
refign me; that the avowal I had 
jufl: made, convinced him of njy 
virtu?; and, that though he might 
not then be fo fortunate as to pof- 
fefti my afie^lions, he doubted not, 
but. conftant teodernefe, and unre- 
luhling atteptic^tts ^on his^f, would 
in a (hqr,t time, fnptge Jhem.” 

circjimftanec8,j, I w?#,. iafter. 
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dragged to the altar; arid, ’as- fooit 
as the marriage* ceremtHiy -was "con¬ 
cluded, carried, by the Oaunt, to 
this, his favourite eflate, near Miii- 
dieheim. 

“ With him I lived in fplcndid 
mifery near three years; the confef- 
fioii of my early attachment having 
rendered him fo diftreflingly jealous, 
that he fecluded me, alraoft entirely, 
from obfervatmn and fociety. 

“ I could, however, have been 
perfeftly happy in conforming to that 
mode of living, had I been but indif- 
forent to the Cmint, but, unhappily for 
my repofe, I entertained a ftrong diflike 
towards hfm, which, ihoegh* it did 
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not prevent me from fulfilling the 
duties I had promiled at the altar, 
yet rendered his perpetual fociety, be¬ 
yond raeafure, irkfome! 

“ 4'he refiridioa from feeing Ma¬ 
dame Vcldentz, which,* (in confeqiience 
of my falhcr-’Ln-law’s information, that 
fhe had favoured Melfort’s pretenfions,) 
was laid upon m®, I coofidered as a 
great hardfiiipj and, if 1 murmured, 
that was the fubjeit. 

“ The only happinefs I enjoy¬ 
ed, was, in relieving the neceffitics, 
and foftening the affli€lians of the 
poor. 


41 


Ab, the refieifiiOB of thok mo- 
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mcnts, have foftened wany fucceeding 
hours of anguifh! 


“ Iti aclminifteriiig to the 

affli^cd, how often, for a time, have 
I even forgot my own griefs! 

“ j\nd how frequently hav? I 
.iccufed myfclf of ingratitude at com¬ 
plaining of my lot, when I have be¬ 
held an unhappy fufiererer, ftruggling 
with the accumulated miferies of pain 
of mind, poverty and ficknefs! 

** The birth of tny fon opened a 
pleafii.g feene <to ray imagination; I 
flattered rayfelf, that tl^ delightful 
occupation of arteiKling him, aud im- 


^trciTtro: of 




planting thfe fefA df virtue m his 
infant 'ifllfidv* would abforb my cares, 
and diffipate Ihe recolleiftion of my 
difappointments. 

“ Within a fortnight after the birth, 
of his fon, Count Ifenburgh died; 
leaving me the caftle and eftate near 
Mindleheim, upon the condition of 
my remainisg a' widow; a Iccond 
marriage I was 'to give up every 
thing. 


“ I had entertained diiirefltng 
apprehenfiesail, feft the Count fiMmld 
have coHfigned ' ii!qr«i chaff » the 
gaardianlhip of LcWf' Wihterfein^' and 
enjoyed the moft lively tati^a^on at 
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learning, he ha4 deputed that truft 
to a relation of his own, whofe eh?- 
radler was unexceptionable..-, 

“ As foon as my health and 
ptopriety would permit, I haftened 
with my little fon in fearch of ray 
dear Madame Vddeanlz, from whofe 
fociety and correfpondence I had been 
reftrided for four years; but upon 
arriving, at the Chevalier’s cftate, 
heard the diftreffing intelligence, that 
the imprudent man, after diffipating 
his fortune, had fold his property, and 
fkid^ ’Co one. could fell whither» ®ud 
that my poor, fiwd, abandoned by 
tmery. one, boarded at the Convent 
•£ Sh'-Qat^' 
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I will not dwell upon the 
< 

mutual happinefs that Madame Vcl- 
dentz and I experienced upon meeting 
after fuch a long reparation. 

“ The lariety of torrows that 
each had endured during that period, 
bioyght tears of fympathy to our eyes, 
whilft the retrofpe(^ of our happiei 
days thecquered them with fmilcs 
of gladnefs. 

“ Agatha readily confented to 
return with me to Mihdleheitn, 
where I hoped we Ihould pafs the 
remainder of our daysTn tranquUHty. 


I foon perceived that my Yrietid 
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experienced th'e moft corroding furrow 
at the negietft and (kfcrlion of her huf- 
band» of whom (he waspaffionatcly fond. 

“ She acknowledged to me, that 
Ihortly after aiy marriage, when 
abandoned by him, fhe had fought 
her father’s protedion, (which was 
granted to her, with full afl'uranccs 
of futuic favour in confequence of 
her promifing never to return to him, 
even if folicited), that in lefs than 
a twelvemonth, upoh receiving a 
letter of alfedion and contrition from 
the Chevalier, (he had inftantly 
quitted Lord Winterfein, though aware 
of the refentraent, which, by fo 
doing fhe would excite, and within 
ftx months was again forfaken* 
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“ I ufed every effort to foothe 
the afRf<5\ion of tnf friend, but it 
was not till many ’months had elap* 
fed that the appeared refigned to 
her lot. 

“ My year of mourning was juft 
expired, when we received an unex- 

r 

{)ecled, and I may add, unwelcome 
vifit, fiom Lord Wittterfein. 

His behaviour was cold and con- 
ftrained, thoi^h it was evident he 
wiflied to appear ftipndly,- and to gain 
coirfidcnce. 


“ He could tK>t the^poTr 

tificatioa he^ efgfrpnced at tip 
diao&ip py-^OLlflng. f5Qn%n€4 h? 
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other haodst 'OTi he imphted it 
to wf/ iijfiiience • (over tlje mkwl of 
tlio late Count. 

‘‘ I faw him depart with plea- 
fure, and as Madame Veldentz had, 
ill a great mesdhre, recovered her 
chrerfulnefa, flattered myfelf I Ihould 
exjierience more eafe and comfort than 
Lad yet fallen to ray lot. 

" But it-was' not to be; officious 
friendlhij^! (far fuch I muft call it,) 
brought to' my lecolletSion the uw- 
happy Melfort; reminded me of the 
folcmn vows of everlafting love which 
wd 'Kid^-^tkehadged; of hfe-rained for- 
taftfeii'! fofeiy” Wdffiohtif' by his af- 
a^ddfifliged^ that now 
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I was free, I ought to fulfil my for¬ 
mer engagemeut t 

“ I replied to thefc arguments, 
the folemn proraife I had given Lord 
Winterfein, and the obligation under 
which Count Ifenhirgh’s will had laid 
me to remain fmgle f 

“ Madame Veldente perfevered; 

• 

and, though I refifted all her per- 
fuafions to fee the Baron, I, at 
length, conlented to receive bis let¬ 
ters !” 


Ah, my dear EtIeJia! Take warn¬ 
ing from my fad flory,' and always 
thun the firji advance to * an' a^«w» 
which judgment forbids! 
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Refill the firft temptation, and 
the coiKjucft is * 0317 ! But yield, in 
(he linalleft iafifliice, and each flep 
will involve you la freflt entangle¬ 
ments. 


“ Our correfpondence bad not 
continued many months,' ere I was 
afionilhed at the difficulty with which 
I had firft agreed to it! I was loft 
to every fentiment but the plealiue 
it afforded; and, every letter I re¬ 
ceived, ftrengthened the attachment it 
ftiouid have been the ftudy of ray life 
to have combated. 

“ At. length, partly by ftratagem, 
and partly by perfuafion, I was in- 
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duced to fee him in the prefence of 
Madame Veldentar; my promife once 
infringed, I had not refolution to re- 
fufe fucceeding interviews; and, after 
feme months, fo completely Vas my 
reafon fubducd by my attachment, I 
confented to a private marriage, which 
took place one evening, in the chapel 
of a neighbouring GJnfait; and to 
which Madame Veldentz, the prieft, 
and one other periba, were alonfe 
witnefs. 

“ We took every precaution, both 
before and after mjr onkm, to con¬ 
ceal'the Baron’s vifits: ht came to 
us under a feigned naine^ ahd, in 
every refpedl, oljCerved the grettdft 
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circumfpaSUon: yet, though affured of 
his affeftion, and* feeling my own daily 
encreafe, I was not happy. 

“ The felf-reproach I endured at 
•having brdten a facred promife, which, 
tliough extorted, I yet confidered a-- 
binding, was perpetual and excelfivc: 
and I accufed myfelf alfo witR the 
violation to - the late Count Ifeii- 
burgh’s will, in keeping poflcflion of 
the eftates, which, by marriage, 1 
had forfeited. 

“ But there were two very forcible 
reafons. th^ oWiged me to, do fo: 
9]ne,,.the great neceflity there was to 
the . traafo^lion from Lord 
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Wioterfeiu, whofe vindidive temper I 
dreaded; and the other, the reduced 
circumftances of Melfort. 

“ Our union had not taken place 
a twelvemonth, when, one night, 
after having fupped at the caftle, the 
dear, unfortunate Melfort, was aflallin- 
ated* in a wood through. which he 
was paffing to his lodgings in the 
adjacent village. 

“ I will not attempt to delineate 
my agonies, on hearing tliis Iiorrid 
cataftrophe; grief and defpair would, 
undoubtedly, have hurried me to 
the grave, had not Madame .Ve}- 
dentz, finding all reafofiing -4>f no 
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avail, intt-odiiccd my fwect Frederic, 
then jufl fotir ycaft old, to my bcd-tklc. 

“ The fight of the dear child, 
added to his innocent carelTes, brought 
frelh ideas to my mind; and, with 
the hope of proving ferviceablc to 
him, I once more cherithed life. 

“ Three -weeks had tlapfed fiiice 
the melancholy • death of Melfort; 
and I had not fufficiently reco\ ti¬ 
ed, either my health or fpirits to 
leave my clfinrther, when, one mor¬ 
ning, Madame Veldentz appeared fud - 
denly, and, with a coiintenaucc ol 
horror and' dillrefs, informed me, 
Lord Winterfdn had arrived- 
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“ The taod melaocfai^y prefageb 
inftantif douded try imagiaatitm! I 
felt affured, that my recent marriage 
was difeovered; and that, cayaged at 
my violated promife, l4»rd Winterfein 
had come to execute tome fignal re¬ 
venge upon roe! 

“ My unfortunate Mel/ort’s death 
ruthed upon my mind; I thuddered 
at the horrid refte^tfop^ that hk af- 
faffins had never' been difeovered, 
and that the horrid (ted had, per¬ 
haps, been a>nUived. by roy malig¬ 
nant fathenda^KNt! • 

“ I funk upon the dowch, nearly 
exhaufted. 



rOKJESTJ. 




**> Agatftk!' %! cried,) my 
puniftiment is at 4iaiid; -I fed aflured 
■•i<ord Winteffein. 'has • difoovercd uiy 
Hjnion wfth ‘hitlftjrt, -and is come to 
upbraid mdi but I cannot fee him. 
.Tell him how ill I am; fay any 
thing to keep him from my piefence: 
the fight of him, at this period, 
would, inevitably, kill me!” 

“ Madame Vfeldentz faid every 
thing to comfort and confole me' 
tnd, by fCprefenting to het father that 
I was extremely ill, with fome dif- 
Iculty, kept him from tny apart- 
iient. 


“ My conflernatio” was cxceffi\e, 
>pon lemming, that Loid i\liiitericui 
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defigned to be. my gueft fbr a whole 
month, as, in the' courfe of two or 
three weeks, I. had the profpefl of 
becoming a mother. 

Madame Veldentz remained in 
my apartment that night; and we 
paired the time, till morning, in form¬ 
ing plans, to elude the fufpicions of 
Lord Winterfmn, in cafe (whigh we 
had every reafon to cxpefl) the 
awful crifis arrived before his depar¬ 
ture. 


“ Afttr revolving many difieitnt 
ideas, we finally determined, that, if 
my child Ihould be bom before Lord 
Winterfein quitted us, that "Madame 
Veldeilti.\lhould, immediately, hallen 
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with it #oAl' the caftle, attended hy 
one of the two lemale feryants. Whom 
■we had beeii forced to entruft*with 
the fecret; at thfo fame time leaving 
a letter to her father to account for 
her hidden journey, in which fiie 
fhould pretend to have heard tIding^ 
of the'Chevalier. 

“ Tlie evening following the ar¬ 
rangement of the foregoing plan, I 
was taken ill, and, in the prefence 
of Madame Veldentz, Catherine, and 
the wQmaa who was to attend in the 
inifnded d^ht, you, ray deareft Ef- 
toUsk was born!, 

‘f J.ord Winterfein, moft fortuitoufly, 
had gone ppon a vifit _a nejgh- 
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bearing cdftle, where he liras to re¬ 
main that night. 

“ Before it was day-light,, every 
thing was prepared fw the departure 
of my friend and dear infant: the 
diftreffmg moment aj^roached, and 
all the fortitude with which I had 
endeavoured to fteel Kiy breaft, for- 
fook me. 

I clafped yon, ray ehild, to my 
agonized heart, and wept, in the full 
convidion, that I wts bidding you an 
eternal farewell! 

As well a^ giM ’and 'weaknefs 
would petitiit; I implored*^Madafee 
Veldent? .to with roatertel 
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teaderaefiPI the hapkfs child, bora 
under fuch melatfcholy aufpicesj ^od 
entreated -her, aev®r to unfold the 
biftory of her ill-feted parents, till 
the was arrived at an age to gather 
a ufeful moral from their fhisfor- 
lunes. 


“ Shocked at the impreflion j[^ 
feemed to entertain, that I was pro¬ 
nouncing a laft adieu, Madame Vd- 
dentz threw berfelf into my arms, 
and, bathed in tears, repeatedly pro- 
inifed the ftrideft attention to my 
infant; at the fame time, endeavour¬ 
ing to cheer me with the profped 
of her return, (which (hould be imme¬ 
diate,^ upon tire departure of Lord 
Wiciterfeiuwhen iny liealth would 
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be rc-eftaWyhed, and ft®we* 
fi?nt you as a chilcl whom" chance 
had introduced to ,her during her 
journey, and wholh‘1liie "ha^ a^pted 
as her own. 

“ Yet all her attempts to Isanjfh ftiy 
gloomy prefages were in varoj I held 
her hand in mine, and entwined my 
arms round yon, who, tnscdaficfetjs-icaf 
the partgs that ti^twed'^ "foisii* of 
your AifFering'^ metl(4#i fkcdled' luno- 
cently ia my'face; ^ Ultew 

around you the" enametled hdait'awft 
chain, and entreated my friend to 
obferve, that you canlbtntly wdre it 
in memory of yoiir 
(wfiofe miniatures the bekdf tliiifaraed^ 
but not. ip .Ihftru^ you ' iri*’ihef^ectt't 
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fpring th^ difcovered tbem^ till you 
Ihould have learned their ftory. 

“ When fortning the plan for the 
removal of Madame Veldentz, we had 
agreed, that foe foould take with her 
one hundred louis; but fo powerfully 
was I impreifod with the belief, that I 

foould im more behold her, that, relift- 

* • 

ing all her aiguments to the contrary, 
I inhfted u^n lier taking the calket that 
contained my jewels* and the remainder 
of,the money 1 had by me, which a- 
mouute^ fo 2 very conftderable fum> 

“ ^t^nlini^^^the attendant who was to 
aecot|^y,^ei;0 at length tapped ^t the 
(foor, ^ an^ informed Madame Veldentz, 
that the chaife was in waiting, and re- 
f4 
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minded Her of tb€ rifk 4bat ^ay unigHt 
cctafion. 

“ Suffocated with toan; I could 
Icarcely articulate my adieus, of repeat 
the prayers and blelfiugs djy heart 
didlated. My friend, nearly aa much 
overpowered as myfelf, yet fetofible df 
tlje necelfity of quicMy- feiNlhg the, 
tore herfelf from my antt*;’ *ad fofclng 
you alfo from my eiHbricei^, Bmifried 
from the apartfbenf, JS*lMUh ’ferah, 
weak, and cxhaufted, I ftiok ‘ Htefc oilr 
the bed, nearly infenfmie. 


“ Lord Winteifeitti’ilte^fed farfwtt 
days.^ I tmderftobd from €ithdrine,‘ 
that he cxiweffed the' 
fine at rgadihc his daughti^«t ^Itbrf 
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and much llirprifed that my confider- 
ation fhould have fnduced her to aban¬ 
don me in* an illnefs that he under- 
dood to be fo ferious! 

“ Each day encreafed the difficulty 
of avoiding an interview with Lord 
Winterfein, who Continued an inmate 
in ray caftie, without fpecifying any,, 
time for departing. 

“ My attendant, Catherine, added 
0 niy various diftrelfes by the gloomy 
rad ittomfe manners (he bad difplayed 
rom the time Madame Veldentz had 
eft me. IPo^ffed of a fecret, the 
■onc«diiMait of which was fo highly 
mportauf, I dared not to rebuke her; 
nd thus conftrained to fub|nit to her 

iS 
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Ailljen iirfc^ncm' endi^ed of 

the painful» effefls Of clffudeftin^ ac¬ 
tions ! 


‘‘ Four weeks had elapfed fiwe your 
birth, when, one nighf^affer.^having 
rang the bell for Catherine to affift 
me in undreffing, and fuiprifed at her 
pot obeying the fummons, ■! remained 
reclined upon the fofa, the door of my 
chamber flowly opened* and-l-ord Win- 
terfeiu appeared! 

“ Impreffed with teppr ^-,jcpn|4 
not ccmceal, I. vamiy 
articidate a eommon 

“ Indeed* hfd ho n<^,f;^fn ^the 
objcd of my deteljtetion s„ha41 
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fiicretiy fKxiriftKNS* tlie hoFrid idea that 
he was the contriver of my dear Mel- 
fork’s death, the fingular time he had 
chofen for vifiting me, and his gloomy 
and difturhed ah, would have been 
fufficient to excite my apprehenfionj. 

J 

“ Seating hirafelf on the foft, 
aftet a fiience of fome minutes, which. 
I ha^d not the courage to break, he 
thus addt^ed me: 

It fit of no confequcnce to men- 
Ht&f by what means I have become 
a^nanhtOd with your urtjuftifiable con¬ 
duct; it is^&lfidfent to you, that the 
claodeiline viiits of Baron Mclfort 
Batte tiWchfed- ihV ‘ ltnowle(lge, with 
tli^ which, they pro- 
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duced. Catl w recoll^lto Meesm 
promife yoo gave, never to behold 
that objedi of fiiy 'de'fer^O# detellation; 
and then ai(k yOa* heart, if I h«VO 
not reaffflti to hate and def^ife you? 
Onqe incenfed, I am 6tBt ifiSj^^able; 
yet the punifhmcnt I' liave deftined 
you is mild, in compar^Slf- to the 
pnormity of your fault 1"' 

“ At thefe words, anti more 
at the furious looks of ,Lord<iWinter^ 
fein, my heart fitttV'Witb ltorrM*f I fofe 
from the Ibla, Stld isbdeavbafed ’ fb 
reach iSie bellj be me; bind 

forcing me back to rify ^difchwi#, 
“ that all refiftafecd;»^'.0ii 
would be in vain; mi Citl^adile %*S 
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qntirei^ ifi intere^tsv, apd ,the con¬ 
fidant of his ,pj«ns; that my illnejs, 
and the alafepce of his daughter, hav¬ 
ing giveij him authority in the cafllc, 
he bad avwled hirafelf of it to dif- 
chargo the greateft part of niy fer- 
vants that momitig, pretending hiin- 
ftlf ditfetiAd with their want of 
attention; and, that thofe that r^- 
maitied, would be no impediment to 
his views.” 

“ He then proceeded to fay, that 
forae fubterraneous rooms near the 
chapeh (of which Catherine had in- 
%«gied 'hi?»,) were prepared for my 
titat PY death Ihould be 
aixnetiBt^j to the worfdi ai>d that, 
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in folitude and imprif<»wneot I Ihould 
end my days? and, he hoped, ex¬ 
piate my faults by peniteiinps:.” 

“ I cannot paint my fenfations at 
hearing this horrid down, to which, 
my knowledge of Lord Winterfein’s 
character left me little doubt but that 
be would adhere. 

“ I funk upon my knees, and 
pleaded for pity and fbi^ye 0 e|&. His 
rancour even feettied 4p deriye myr 
force with ray fuppJi!Ba|i>ns. 

“ He reproache^^fl^ip Vit|i 

my breach of promife, and vented the 
ftrongeft execrations, againi^yJij|adame 
Veldentz,. fpr ]^§viog ,let:reted jyou 
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from his ‘vetigeance, and reviied his 

• 

own condudl in having been abfent 
from the *caftle;‘and, by fo aciing, 
allowecf her the (opportunity. 

“ He fpoke of the unfortunate 
Meifort in the moft opprobious terms; 
nay, from what efcaped him in his 
rage, I am convinced he had given 
the orders for his aflaffination! 

“ At ’ length, in an authoritative 
•Voice,he eoihraalidfed me to rife and 
follow him; at the' fame time going 
to the door, he fummoned Catherine, 
tfvhd' iftj^tjeared. 

« feeing her I renewed my 
prayers ihd entteSties. 
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“ Oh, Catherine! (I Cri€S^) you 
will not furelyjoin in {)erfecutiDg me!” 

“ She fut-veyed'.'me attefltively, 
but without feplying, 

“ Many perfons ’ (eitciaitne^ Lord 
Winteifein) irritated and incfenfed as 
I ^ am, Ayould adopt much more 
rigorous meafures j '\^ld' perhaps 
punilh your criminality with death! 
Do not, therefofe, he^ten my juft 
difpieafare with vaiifWftance. 

^ Catherine fhall ’att«®dl you with 
food and neceftaries Znght; 

your rooms are wdl aired, and I 
have waited till your health and 
ftrength were a lUtle reftored, that 
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yoM might Botyjrsagwe' Ii f&ught your 
death-J"- 

“ Do you rail* it kindnefs to 
endeavour to prolong a life you 
defign to render for ever miferable! 
(I rep1i(S!)i,, Muft I lie tom from my 
dear chUai«rt, and my friend, and 
banilhed from the glorious light of 
the%eatytffli^!! idh'-! no, no, you are 
not fo ^mercilefs, you cannot defign 
fadi erueity guilty I acknow¬ 

ledge ; 6trt ihy _ ,&reMch of promife, 
has alt* along he^ its own punith- 
ttty 6iyix cbafcience has never 
ceaiij4 p||&raitd .me! Immure me 
in ’■a C^veaf^ irifii^ upon me the 
feverelt* ! 'j^inces, only * fometiraes 
indulge ^e.'with?, a fight ’ of ray 
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Frederic, and pf the babe who 
has as yet fcarce .felt the jMreffure 
of maternal tendcrjiefs, and I will 
blels your clemency with my lateft 
breathr” 

“ I repeat all iTefi%ice,^ vainf 
(anfwer^i Lord Winterfein), and 
your intreaties ufele^f rife, and we 

^ f ji ft * 

'will conduit you to y<H»' prij^t.” 

“ Oh, hear me, me, (cried 
I, ftill kneeling^, yoa, (h^ here¬ 
after hope for «Pt tear 

me from my ^child^( Oh, my* 
Frederic! why art thou »ot Mifi 
your innocent plea^ngs for , your 
wretched mother, would folten the 
moft obdurate heart!" 
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“ As you <3efire your fon to be 
afFr<5tionit€iy treatdfl, '^e'afe thefe fuper- 
fluous exclamsitidns* (^tufile'd Lord 
WJbterfein), and follow ' me this 
inftant.” 


“ At wor# I paufed, I dread¬ 
ed the power Lord Winterfein might 
uliiiu over ray child, when the recol* 
lediS th4t he was placed under the 
guardiaiithip of a man of excellent 
character, coiitbled me; yet fearful 
oP^<lkafperatip@’ray cihel perfecutor, 
left the‘coolequera^' ftiould be fatal 

* >t >'2 4 f (1 

to ray cniidt 1 refoived no longer to 

r^. 


“ I re0gn‘ rayfdf to nly cruel 
deftiny, (I exclaimed); aU I fuppli- 
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cate for, is W befiold my Frederic 
once more; cofidu^f me to his bed 
lide, let me b'eftow’upon him, one 
lafti lo®k. and bleffihgi and I will 
accompany you to my prifon without 
another murmur.” 

“ You aflc an impoflibility! (return- 
^ Lord Winterfein). It cannot be.” 

“ Ohi, fay not fo, (I replied in 
agony); hut for 6ve minutes. Jet me 
behold ray fon!” 

“ In fupfdicating to behold my 
fon, I loft every other reflection-; I 
clafped the knee^^'df ra|f oppitffor, I 
wept, I conjured him in the moft 
.abie<S terms tb lafrant me the indul- 
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gence; he was to aU my plead¬ 
ings, aad perceivi^ ,him make a lign 
to Catherine, to affift him in dif- 
engagiflg himfelf from my hold, I 
made a violent^effort, and fpriaging 
to the door, ran through the gallery 
to my child’s apartment. 

“ I ruthed wildly to his bed^ 
he %as in a fweet deep, the woman 
who flept in his chamber, in another 
bed, was allb afleep; I kneeled hy 
his fide, and* in a fervent prayer 
implored heaven to blefs and protedt 


*‘_ Catherine purfued me. 


** My poor lady is delirious! (the ex 
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claimedaloud)i»/Rife inftantly, Johanna 
and feck for affiflanc>e.’’ 

“ Oh, Johanna! (I cried), bdfev- 
me, I am not delirious; alas, I an 
but too keenly fenfible of my woes 
help me Johanna, they Would tea 
me from my child!” 

“ The wildnefs of my rntnae 
imprefling the woman with ^th. 
conviftion, that J was aQually deliri 
ous, (he haftily, wrap|»eid' hearfelf. ii 
a bed gown, and quilted tfe®. room. 

“ Catherine fei^ingn jiie, in 'Sc* 
arms, forcibly endeavoured to vemovt 
me from my Frederic’s bed. UnabK 
to contain inyfelf, I uttered plain 
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tive cry; inychild awoke, and feeing 

me, extended hi» iittle arms, I funk 

upon the ^d, and embraced him with 

fervor; Catherine, in vain, effayed to 

remove me. 

% 

“ Oh! merciful God! (I exciaim- 
♦ ' 

ed), blefs this Beloved infant! protect 

him from the power of my barbarouK 

*• 

perfecutor.! I will endure patiently 
every grief and hardlhip with which 
I am.threatened.; if,I may dare hope 
that my pemite^e and refignation 
may expiate my* own faults, and draw 
•down bleffings upon the dear offspring 
fiom > whbm' I- am thus cruelly 
Conveyed!’' 


The a^tatioa of my fpirits ^as 
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claimed aloud)* Rife inibiatl^r, Johauna, 
and feck for af&ftanee.” 

Oh, Johanna! (I cried), bdfeve 
roe, I am not delirious; alas, I am 
but too keenly fenfible of my woes; 
help me Johanna, they would tear 
me from my child I” 

“ The. wildnefs’ of my manner 
impreffing the woman with ^the 
convidion, that 1 was adually deliri¬ 
ous, ftie haftjly, wrapia^' herfeif. in 
a bed gown, and. quilted tlto room. 

“ Catherine feizing.(KWe^ i« 'ler 
arms, forcibly endeavoured to t^move 
me from my Frederic's bed. Unable 
to contain inyfcif, I ottered. plain- 
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live cry; inf diild awoke, and feeing 
me, extended hi» tittle arms, I funk 
upon the l^d, and embraced him with 
fervor; Catherine, in vain, eflayed to 
remove m^e. 


“ Oh! merciful God! (I exclaim- 
ed), blefs this Beloved infant! protefl 
him from the power of my barbarous 
perfecutor.f I will endure patiently 
j^verf ^ef and hardlhip with which 
I am .threatened; if, I may dare hope 
that- my peaiilQnce and relignation 
may expiate m 3 rown faults, and draw 
•down bleffings upon the dear offspring 
from whbm' I- am thus cruelly 
conveyed!" 


The a^tation of my fpirits ^as 
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too much for ray jexliaufted frame fo 
fupport; I fainted, *nor recovered my 
rocolledion, till after ! had been fome 
time in this dreary chamber, where 
1 found myfelf, upon opening my eyes, 
placed on the bed, and Catherine 
adrainiflering different mea«s for my 
recovery. 

“ She (laid witli me that whole 
night, and from her I learned thSt 
upon my fainting, fhe had, with the 

affiftance of Lord WinteHeifl, carried 

•• 

me back to my’ chamber h^ore the 
return of Johanna-* who, uj^n entering 
my room with another feiafile fervant, 
(whom ihe fummoned to my fuppofed 
affiftance) M^as informed, by Catherine, 
that I had, grown tolerably compofed, 
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and had thrown inyfelf upon the l)ed. 
(he fancied with (iie intention ofgoiiit; 
to fleep. 

“ Johanna and the other woman 
retired, and . Lord Winterlbin, iramc 
diately coming froraaclofet, in whieii 
he had concealed himfelf till thtii 
departure, afiiflcd by Catheiii.c, re¬ 
moved me in the flute of thfenflhi'.itv 
into which I had fallen, to thefe 
difmal rooms which I have from that 
period inhabited. 

After feeing me immiucd in 
this fad prifon, with a Ariel charge 
to Catherine to give me every pbfiiblc 
aid, and to remain with me that 
whole night, Lord Winterfein depart- 

V*L. II—K 
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ed, and I rejoice that from that period 
I have never beheld him. 

“ After defcribing to me - v^here 
fhe had placed- the food and other 
neceflaries I might require, Catherine 
hrongly urged me to endeavour to. 
deep; you will eafily believe that was, 
.in my agitated ftate, for fome time 
impoffiblc! 

“ At length, wearied 5nd exhaufl- 
ed, I funk into, a fort of flumber; 
how long it coqtinued I know not, 
but when I awolte, I felt feveritK 
and thirdy, I called repeatedly on 
Catherine, but received no anfwer; I 
fprung from the bed, the lamp burned 
brightly on^ the table, and ‘the fire 
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remained in '(he rliimncy, !vui i 
perceived my jailor had efcaped whilfr 
I was afteep, apprehcnfivc, pcrliaps, 
that I might have made Ibme ciTorts 
to hav.e t'ollowed her, had I known 
the time of her* departure. 

“ 1 feized the lamf» and tra\cr:'ed 
the difiTcrent rooms in my, prddn; i 
found them all tolerablv fnraii’md, 
and Avell carj)eted and i.'iaUed. 

“ From their ap>-^arancc, I jodged 
them to have bee* io tliat Hate iomc 
time; and coKUided them to have 
been defigue;^ as places of fal'<nv and 
concealmcfs^ 3t tlm time wlmn onr 
country much d'fonhMvl with ciril 
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“ It rather aftoniftied me, that I 
(hould never have ^b«ar<L of thefe 
fubterraneous rooms; ignfli-ance 

of' them convinced me, that, in all 
probability, Catherine was the .Italy 
one in the famif^ ^l^ ainted wirii 
their exifte*nce. ' 

. “ After furveying my melancholy 
abode, 1 returned to my fire fide, 
which I fupplied plentifully with the 
wood which Catherine had left me, 
and trimmed mj lamp, having muth 
apprehenfion that cither fitould ex- 
tinguiih and leave me in total 
darknefs. 

“ I had no watch, and the time 
crept fo flowiy that I began think 
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the promife Catherine had given me 
to return was ^ fabrication to amufe 
me, and that it was Lord Winterfein’s 
intention I ftiould periih for want. 

“ Cath^Hae at length appeared; 
from her I learned that my fuppofed 
death was believed throughout the 
cafile and village; that the great 
precautions of Lord Winterfein, rendS’r- 
ed deteifUon impoffible, and that 
my fweet Frederic was to remove 
the following morning to the houfe 
of his guardian, Baron Weinhauffen. 

“ I rejoiced in my own mind 
that my dear child wpulcl fo entirely 
be talccn from the power of Lord 
Winterfein; and made many enquiries 

K 3 
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roncerning him, to which I had the 
rapture to hear he w«s well in health, 
though I was the following inftant 
nearly j'ulTorated with tears, when 
Catherine added, 

“ To be fure, poor dear, he grieves 
inccffantly after you; he difeovers an 
infinite flisre of fenfibiiity at his early 

age!’’ 


“ The recolleflioi^ of my fon fo 
completely overpowered me, that I 
heard not another fyllable that was 
uttered by Catjrerine; I felt the 
barbarity of ray cruel ftep-father 
perhape more keenly at that moment 
than at any period previous or fnh- 
lequent. 
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“ Catherine perceiving me thus 
abforbed in grieft retired. 

“ She had no fooner quilted me, 
than I funk upon my knees and prayed 
for refignation and compofure! After 
fome time I felt much calmer, and 
I again prayed for the prefervation of 
my dear children • and* Madame 
Veldentz.' 

“ Ah ! what an ineftimable bleffing 
have I found religion during my long 
captivity! but for the confoling balm 
it afforded my forrows, I inufl inevita¬ 
bly have funk under their pr^’ffure! 
But I refigned inyfelf to tl>at fublinie 
paflion; it infpired me with con¬ 
fidence and tranquillity; and I dared 
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to hope iny fervent prayers for the 
happuiefs of niy children would be 
heard at the Throne of Mercy! 

“ I fupplicated to behold my 
children again, and many of the 
lingeriiig hours of my captivity have 
been foftened with the confolatory 
idea, that* heaven would grant me 
that ineftiinable bleffing! 

“ Catherine brought me food and 
other neceffaries very regulariy: -I ever 
interrogated her concerning toy fon, 
and her anfwers were always fatisfa^lory 
during his childhood. 

‘‘ But to my enquincs concerfl- 
ing Madame Veklenfz and \T)U 5 my 
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poor Eftella, (he always protefted 
entire ignorance^ 

“ About three years ago, a very 
vifible alteration took place in the • 
condudl of Catherine; her health was 
declining, and to that circumftancc 
I imputed her change of ma-nners. 

“ In-ftead of bringing my food 
and retiring in a few minutes, (as 
had been her -cuftom), (he would fit 
with me for fome hours, and frequent¬ 
ly endeavour to account for her con- 

« 

currence in Lord Wintcrfein’s cruel 
proceedings; by expatiating on the 
very great temptation that money 
was to a woman in her con¬ 
dition. 

*K 6 
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“ She appeared anxious to ex¬ 
tenuate her coiiduf^, «by affording me 
every comfort my fituation- v/ould 
permit; fhe brought me books, mate¬ 
rials for writing and for work, in 
fliorl every article I feemcd to defire; 
and, what was more gratifying than 
all, would recount anecdotes of my 
foil, which occafionally came to hei 
knowledge. 

“ For my own part, I had for a 
long time ceafcd to regard her with 
enmity or difpleafure; I confidered 
her as a woman dazzled by the 
brilliant offers of an artful man, and 
once irivcig^id in his fnares, too deeply 
entangled to extricate heftelf, even 
if fuch was lier defire; the remorfe 
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that appeared to confume her excited 
my coramifcration» while the concern I 
could aot'forbeaf teftifying at her re¬ 
peated complaints of indif{X)fition, ydt 
feemed to encrcafe it. 

“ About four months ago, I un» 
derflood my fon was arrived at this 
caftle, which he had never vifite.d 
from the time he was four years 
old. 


“ Ah, how ardently I longed to 
behold him! Thofe who have not 
experienced the feelings of a mother, 
can fc uely conceive the fenfatioas that 
perv aded r y heart! 

*' 1 ailu learned, that he was ac- 
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companied by , a yoiiQg l^y, whoil, 
it was Hd .^as.v^g^^ng to 

marry! 

“ Oh, Ellella! never re¬ 
coiled what might* Hi^pened, 

withcHit bleflSng the providential in¬ 
tervention that prevented that dread¬ 
ful event! 

“ The Eivcning fowt |^ht, 
Catherine repairedj ttf 
alarmed me: fhe ^^fufed, 

and breathlefe. 

caufet 

(hh fidb iilAirnwdr.1^/ 

caltle had dioild&m 

by the elc^tpent 4f ‘liMtililQdeji 'p^~ 
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; then drawing the heart and 
chain frdiii hfer pocket, prefentcd it 
to me, tad enquired, if I recol- 
le^ed it? 

♦♦ Thl'fi^t of the memorial, which 
at parting, beftowed upon my 
child, agitated me, beyond the power 
of eXpreiS^ 

.♦‘AAt length*, I eagerly enquired, 
wj^ ’ had fallen into 

l^er himds? 

“ li'% then,* the heart and chain 
|KHi 'tbi#iiie«mr the baby that dread- 
whet) Madame Yeldentz' <k- 
pitted')? (iMed Ca^eriite fearfully.) 
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“ Ah, yes; (I replied, at the 
fame time touching'* the firing, and 
difcovering the? miniatures.)* Have you 
forgot thofe features?”- 

“ Then let us reitfeeiV^Madam, 
(Catherine continued,) that the^'y^St^ 
lady has efcaped the Count’s powfet, 
(or, as fure as I' is your 

daughter ? 

“ Gracious heaven#} exchdinech} 
What is it you fayF'daughter f 
It cannot, it mull ftot bet Itow can; 
you be fure that 41118 hetom^ to the 
lady who has been teSdlog^li^ie? 
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the bottom of the flight of fteps that 
leads from tibe ball to the Park, (an- 
fwered, Calberinej) and what con¬ 
vinces me that it dropped from the 
neck of the young lady who efcaped 
this moa^, fe, that yefterday, I faw 
lietTi imm a diflance, walking in the 
gardens, with Ulrique and Gertrude: 
(he had nq^idlpak, and I was flruck^ 
with the sappearance of the. heart and 
chain, which reminded me of that 
I bad Jfo oftea feen in your poflef- 
Sga, thou^ -.j#.’ was not fufficiently 
hbr to dlftiaguilh that it was 
the ideiitJcal fanse.’ 

“-'it Is really impoflihle to de* 
.ferilhl, my kHOm^ k| this aflkirance! 
The ideay fba| my fon was in love 
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with his owh fitter, petrified nae with 
horror! and, from th«t liBMrjr till this 
night, vntetchpdnefs k^-not to he 
conceived! 

“ I heard not yOordM^^ forced 

back to the cattle till this 
when Catherine announced it, adding 
the dittreffing thal V^ur 

marriage was (kftined W place 
this night! 

“ At this inteillgjittce, I gnnv 
nearly frantic with honif> fhd con» 
|ared Catherine, bf a fi^^>giraw«} 
your birth, to amt ludan,' 

and, at the ianpe tiow, ,fihxh»ini|e 
fhare in the thlqhkoat psceedUi^ 


Lead Wiiit«|Gsttu 
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“ Hier terrors of that iiAuman 
TYi’aln^ ‘(w^Ho ‘ llrU * liros,) were fiich, 
that though I am conviuced a real 
penitent, and particijKiting in my dif- 
tradUng fears, '{eft you fhould form a 
tnfarriagei^tth'iyour brot}ie», it was a 
I iii|ft||pTih time before I could induce 
her to calm my fears, by promifing 
com^nce. 

1%!^^ I fueceeded; and, as 

■ ati afflmmiee «C istltftacerity, (he taught 

i* v'* ^ 

thp fpraag^of ' the Aiding pannel, 
emdd.inat prevail upon her 
to Jtey 4»f the grataJ 

dttUkj.. 


.ffXii^,tiWiga«aii^tthc lecreti of the 
pannel was, to me, bighl^fotisfadorys 
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I determined to remain near to it that 

I 

whole evening, to *Uften attentively, 
and, if I fliouid find by foetftepa pafs- 
ing to the chapel, that Ihe had failed 
in her promjfcs, by _jappe»ring at the 
grate, and* announcii^ 
fhip, to avert the horrid Q]||dhi||« 

“ In confeqaehce the 
nefs of the wa)ls, not 

confidered,) though ll^part* 

nel, and endeavourlfl^* fHikA evdiry 
found, I heard nothhl||1li^ your pi<ib* 
ing (hriek penetrated roy' 
filled me with dil^'adhonj I/emoved 
the pannel, and ymi kittlir-.irh^^ id- 
lowed. 


ti 


But nay emotions wdfd fo 
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lent, that fcarce knowing what I did, 
I, as indantiy clot^d it, and the next 
'minute repgntiug that I had done fo, 
again fought the fpring, but my lamp 
drppped frtnn my hand, and. In fceking 
to Kecovtyill^. I fell fome fteps- 

** It Viras not till fome time after 
I haul fti-kiadled my light, that I 
ceuM lp$teil^ >'«(Mrage4b again afcend 
the ^ the pann^f; and, 

dfd, evetf, thing was quiet, 
8#3 the itxmi 4i!iferted. 

“ I i^rhed to this chamber, con- 
foW^whlr ^ idba, that ray appear¬ 
ance iid wtOught the effed I dc- 
tire^; yet^ Aili of anxiety to behold 
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Catherine again, to learn farther in¬ 
formation. 

“ And now, my dear Eftella, I 
have, as fuccinc^ m'> the pertoihation 
of my fpirits have nclated 

the detaU of my iufl^rhi^'iglC^iais- 
fortunes. 

“ May the_ .on 

your mind the 
the firjl iacltem«||‘'i^" 
vince you, that jAiantom 

which dazzles and .but.ff 

too frequeoHy temam 

and vexation. 

“ While A virtuous £u;rifice 
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raately brings its reward in the fweet 
remembrance of itsspropriety! 

, Above all, -that -piety cmi foothe 
the greatell cahtmiries humanity may 
be calledjjEm to endure; and that the 
trials would refift every argu¬ 

ment of philofophy, may be fupported 
fay the fuidime power pf religion." 
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CHAP. XL 


Oh, thou maternal foftnefs • 

Thus kneeling, bathing wtjl» W* Miir3*«%A«ti 
Swear to call off each fond 
The world, its honours^ 

1 o thee alone devoted I ' 


TThE feelings upon 

quitting the aparftBSS^ M 

cied he had beheld the fhade of his 
deceafed fnotlier,' were Various , atid 
agonizing. 
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He retired to ^is chamber, and 
paffed the night fti a ftate of anxiety 
bordering upon diftraAion. 

His mind was a chaos of doubt 
and appijeiienfion; and, tlr*tigh weak¬ 
ened the* lofs of blood, the 

wound id his forehead had occafioned, 
he <piitje<r ius apartment with the 

firft dawp of fnoming, and repairing 

• - * > » ^ 

to the falbeniV ditpatched a mefl'age 
to E^eSa, folitdllpg (he would allow 
him half aa Ikpr’s converfation. 

The infitamadbn that followed his 
requeft, flrat ftte/WJB. no where to be 
found, created the rooft diftreflirtg 
images in his ihlnd; and femmoning 
the women he had placed as her at- 



216 


FUGITIVE OK 


t€ndants, hfi foon learned, in reply 
♦ 

to ' his interrogatories, th^t flie had 
vifited the chamber of Catherijne at 
a late hour the foregoing night, (jn 
confequence of the poor woman’s 
earneft entj^ty), and, ^u<^, to their 
furprife, had not returned own 

room fmce that hour. 

Ifenburgh inilantl|f^^Jhujcti^ io the 
dying penitent; w^’ M his 

vehemence, and 

quences of his rage-wl3W|fc.ipe Siotdd 
hear that (he had been awnPlatt 

* ■i i 

in the imprilbnm«^.i^|!fj ttmth^, 
was, for a cohfidf^ii^ 
to reply to his enquiri^ »lKld any 
of the particaUw fhq hi^^J^we ^vulg- 
ed to ElUiia. 
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ffo language can paint tlie fenfa- 
tions of ifenbur^, Wbeni encoaragcd 
by his aflbrances ol* pardon j (he did 
coafefs the leading circumfiauces of 
the iniquitous'' ts^tnient his haplefs 
parent bid ex^riencedJ be waited 
no| fer |iarticuJars, but quickly baften- 
iog to the ff^t (he directed* fought 
the/'driaspy nfeodc his unfortunate 
laotl^ 


years old, at the 


foppcj^ was 

a fond recol- 



leAion ; 

tefo4«»Wii^^iltbi# tendemcfs. 


XDo'^^lnil grateful 


h^ to CMmnifera- 

tipti c^.hQr' lilKhdligiri < be panted 
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to enfold her in his arms, and ev,ince 
the duty, Aid affQJtion that 

agitated his heart. 

Eftella, in her eagernefs die pre- 
ceedlng night, had forgotten to clofe 
the pannel or the grated doop >t con¬ 
cealed; Ifenburgh haftily • defcended 
the flairs; Eftelb atid, 
were too dee 
to hear his 
chamber and 
of his parent! 

Their miftpai 

ceived hut 5 ^ 

the fame minute he lifcisuffiir^^wid 
bleffed Providence! '4aid* uttered* 
coherent ex|ue£Na» of both joy and 


ply e«p^ |n,i,4ifcourfc 
the 


threwiWJW^-'lSt.tfee feet 



TH8 FORES't. 


214 


grief! while tlte Bhroncft, enfolding 
him to her heart, in a delirium of joj', 
appeared ‘to forget every forrow (lie 
had fuftained in the cxtatic tranf- 
port that ihriiled througlioui her 
.heart! 

EftcUa, who had, on (ho full 
ffeilbui^h, involuntarily 
flSreened ^tom . his obfervation ; 

beh<^d'”'AB‘ 'itoiog intcrv icw with 
deli^ raptum !- 

^ler^d^io^he^yed h^hrcfcncc, 
and ring heif^lifcover- 

t^/lidhlhjSon. 

“ As a cric(l)Jmay . 

t S 
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I foUdt y«iri tpaolrii <■ 
which i^orance-—w* 


He paufed* unable .^'^ipeeed t 4hff 
BareHie& {ook EOelia'ii^' haii4< 
putting it> within hi$, «necluinedi 


” Ld US not, my dear children, 
fully our prcfent * fcli^tyv jffeiftf 
retrpfpB^onSi 

l^get every m 


rupted Ifi 
friend, I will 
future coo^ t 

of my aflfeniti^. 
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I«ifi4ve<'uiueli to'‘expiate, 
but it ibail be my ftudy t» endeavour 
to atone *for all offences, and to lull 
the vcme^brimce *of your affe<5lions 
my d®kr mother, 1^ the moft unrc- 
mittijlsg-^ei^emefs and afSduity. 

“ Ijpt os "lipw quit tWa' horrid 
<^9iiocence has fo ]ot\g 
; r^um to 

-the'-'t^ii^il^^^^tM^iicIi you are Me 
nifttiefs 'ybur hiture counfel. 

Halide MHhofe pride 

hr his 
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-CHAP. xn. 

T < leiuUhiF^^i tky svelte a<i4>«>4 

iV ndblaomi>% peace iStIl«vci:im&'tii]r asin, 

^ Svtcee#** ypsrf 'their ai ppymiifc l A M<|iM 
Ami aje, unheeded by ^hfjbCc colMtsc* '* 


Upon 

the mother of 
nounced hcf mar 
Baron Melfbrd, 
obligation to 
upon the eflatc 
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But the geneiofity 6^ her fon 
would not hear of the latter conclufion; 
he contended, 

“ That thoa^ the might forfeit 
the caftle and eftate in cont<M-mity to 
the will of his father, that fhe could 
not in juftiee refufe to accept it as 
a final} telfoony of h» filial 
Joae’” 

'M were too 

to be reje^ed; 
^i«k»' Aortly < legaUy 
wealth and 

< wrlt}ft| a' oircumftantial 
H^ail to S^|fitKp4 o4 the finguliMr 
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train of events tbat bad 
and entreating bifti t6 bafl^n 4© Min- 
dleheim, Ifeuburgh declared ‘ bis ini* 
tentions of fee'king tbe; ijifitiapWftXQrd 
Winterfein, to pumfti him according 
to his deferts. 


The Baionefs, ap|»relienfive of the 
danger that -might acqgse to>Jhenim, 
warmly, combated his . ye| 

Ifenburgh was obftiaatcj''on 


the day previoira to^^^i^inteSKted 
)ourney V lnfo{iatti0a anivis^ bfff 
ing learned his 
mcnt of the Barooeik p§A 


^nd dreading X^p 



in confeqoentse piitfiHj 
(eeretly, fled, 
but. a 




tHE EaKEST. 


225 


after’'fte veflel ha3 been at fea, (he 
yet the erew and paf- 
febgers fared, with the excepftbn oi 
the deteftable Lerd. 

Every fucceeding day feemed to 
confirm the good difpofitions which 
Ifthburgh had difptayed from the mo- 

BMait his mother was reftored, and 

•• 

his affinity dilcovered. 

His ' imrrors had proceeded 
a eduoatliBi and never 

good; and 

dsUhB’ having at ' imigth dstained a 
pli3|i^^doiBuii0iiy’h}<^ every* Vriih vrxit 
^his lndta,,etKi promote 
1. S 
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the happincfs of his mother and 
fifler. 

He avowed, in confidence, to the 
Baronefs, his intention, of beftowing 
upon Eftella a fuflficieat dowry, to 
render her, in all refpedls, an. eqoal 
match to Siglfmund, and, by that 
means, remove every# lAje^n that 
his narrow-minded ’ fath^ oj»- 

polV to their union; at the\]^toc time 
entreating, that, ’^in^ wa» 

fettled^ his fi^ 
ignorance of his .intentions.» 

She, howev^^ his 

infcnrmation to Ihte BaioiieSi, 
Marchione& Slc^i^aiQiv liltiMil 

(he had bMij fh i&fiattdiy* 
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whilft. iaa inmate in Straizi callle, 
wa» the mother of her beloved Sigif- 
mund. 

Baron Mansfcldt having been ho¬ 
noured with the dignity of Marquis 
Rofwibaira, and the title of Lord 
Meldorp beBowed upon his fon, very 
Ibortly after* th® latter’s departure frotp 
Leipfic«>‘< 

Thev«l*fW»|'of Lord Meldorp, at 
M hadje h^ffy 4ifhcr huClied there upon 
j&e IfiaMbut^h’s packet, ba- 

evtiT hnlHi^ fenfation from 
the every thing was 

et^ifioed to'their mutual ifetisfafticin: 
in renewing their vows of uk- 
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alterable '^vc, ^ 

EffliiUonE, ferved ,But to 

extatic fcJ^nfport of their prefeni f<di- 

city. 


Baronds Melfojrt, tho«^ charaied 
with her foo-ih-law, attd -<felj^t®d 
with the coatcmplation of his ha|^-* 


nefs with Eftella, anduthf 

that fubiifted lij|!dl'*p(d l&tve^ 



of, ,a 




burgh,! fet, ft the , 
month, fotht^ to 
of carrying, hfkl 
haim, ,th<«^hjfl^% 
promife, (jrhich 
that 


time to ekfde withodt IIiIIp 

dJeheim. 
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at Rofenliaitn 
Wfcs, in every reipeit, gratifying to 
her fedftigs; the Marchioncfs over¬ 
whelmed her with tendemefs; and, 
from every individual in the family, 
ihc received the moft flattering tefti- 
nonies of regard. 

The^ familf' of Stralzi haftened to 
RofeninfliHtcongratulate and com- 
ifliERent |«Bi& her and Lord Meldorp 
upoti^their ntildh. 

fids' eariieit oppor- 
lliflify' tf imft9di]%'^the part of his 
Oi^dliSI that rd|uii«d'‘e]qflsldaHoD. 

As the eonfldential friend of Si- 
gift^ond, he had been cntrufted with 
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the event of his is^arriage, ataJ' every 
0 

circumftatMje relative to his acquaiatn 
ance with Eftella, from its firft coiB!- 

mencement, to her fuji^feti suxe^iae© 

% 

of IfenburgVs protediwi. 

Thus prejudiced agaiaft her, he, 
for fome weeks after her, introdu^on 
tp Stralzi eafile, t5cmfid§re#v1wso as a 
defiguing gitl, ahaadoned'hf man 
for whofe 0te had retwiBicwi her 
vows and etigageMenhi hid cotthn; 
and, by an artfiil totcatfeifl, impofed 
upon the ctedt^iyii# 
his mother. 

What finen^ened tl&fe iufpi>* 
cioas in'his iild^.titefdttvidyon, 
that, theug^ oihe ,|K^ wpa|t9liind|. to> 
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detail the iocideats of her life con- 
fidentially to Baronefs Stralzi, (he had 
ftudiouHy* avoided to mention every 
circtimftancx timt concerned Sigif- 
mund. 

The innocence orEftella’s manners 
however^ gradually removed thefe in¬ 
jurious ideas j * he began to believe 
her ftory, (o think ^it pitiable his 
coufia.mlj^t have b^n impofed upon 
by the artiB®6s^«of Henburgh; and, he 
fdblved, dn the nig^ of the maf- 
^pjerade^ undfer <be ' chatuSer of the 
magician^ lo aitnife her curiofity by 
glanclrtg at evciWir' which (he had 
cone^ted ito her narra^vC,’ wid induce 
j^er to ptet» coufldch^' io him, when 
he jhdisid’hwv hhbfidf.* 
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•’ (iff 

tfid inforiiia^oa't’l^' had rMeili^ frdrat 
Ifenbur^% -^let,'fetd been‘"|)ur^io|^’^ 

the fugitives to-, returned frotu 

his fruitlefe journey the morning fot- 
lowing the’ ihiiftfuerade^ 


He fodnd'’%he whold'family in 
diftrefe and codfleiBiSioa nH m*' 

t 

ie&menf '■ 6f* Elpidll';' fe^-vPala- 
mede 


ed, was the oh^ fC life 


fetoi, m 



fon to' foj 



Itiin ''fe ^gJSir’yodfeivgut^-'fO'^W^ 
t&ek' 

him; but, 
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it^ M^,(jl!Ebe%*^j;.%y,.^^^ r|?iQed 
to take tbc road .(^iHrards 

Ifenburgji’s |)ack:^t andv^sd .luring 
their hbfeoci^f but the rad^ger had 
received ' tlif ftrldeft injuudions to 
give it into Lord Meldbt|iV own hand, 

followed*VtO ' Wi^ 5 ih '®»ch expc^ 

dition,.. as ^in two days 

after he had left. &ral^ cadle. 

;Upep pofu&t^ (t|i6 .Sigif- 

mund, Msar^ aiid^ hurried 

towards Mind|ehein),r whilft Palamede 
iftufofd 

pnii^ars, and evyry ^^r^p^nce 

ai4|«iUon,«i^f 
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Madame Veideotz, agaifl aban- 

o 

doned by her liuiband, (whofe per- 
fuafions had caufed her to negletfl 
her charge, and follow his fortunes,) 
at the expiration of forae months, 
fought Eftella at the convent of St. 
Clare. 

Grief and npoii heating ttx 

had never feen 'leceJi^ed there, ten¬ 
dered her *is»rly * Sbc up>- 

braided herfelf as the otipn of every 
misfortune that ‘ have beiaUen 

her adqited child ti# tjmi; 
poignant mnorfe her raihd, 

that (he flamld 1mm >|Mh lethacof to 
abandon her!• 


By the dise^ipn ef ito'Ahhefib fiae 
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repaired to Miodlebeim, and theoppo- 
lite fenfations of joy and bonder the 
there experienced, nearly overpowered 
her thattered conflilution. 

She blefl^ heaven ftsr tlic niira- 
culoirs {Mefervalion of - Baronefs Mel- 
Ibrt; acc\ifed herfelf M firft caufe 
of her nrisftwtJHies} tears of com- 
punSion at iiaVOTg quitted. Eftella; 
and thim tejoleed, in the moft af- 
feifUng manner,' ak- the perils that be¬ 
loved obje^ had efcaped, and the 
,bapi!^ cteffihiy had belhllen her. 

Baren^ I^for^sby‘ 1d» moft af- 
fiduous teftderaefe, endeavbared to re¬ 
concile her' fiiend to the conduft the 
deprecated j arid, by perpetually dwel- 
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ling upon Ae co^ijfiences it 

had in the end produced, graS^afly 
vanquiftied her chagrin and vexa- 


Many weeks bid not faffed fincc 
her refidfencfMindleMlrf; when 
ftie receift^ llc of the 

Chevalier VCldeatz’a 4ei|^*wha, hav¬ 
ing entered'''^*1^^,y^t^'^l& t[Bit- 


haffielt- 
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ment, without yielding td.tlie deepeft 
afflidUon. 

The attentions of Baronefs Mel- 
fort, at length diihpated her forrow; 
and gratitude and afiedUon towards 
that valued friend were ever the 
predewinattt emotions of her breafl. 

Whoever ptegej^ty to vice Ifen- 
burgh |»y|e dlffda^ed on firft 

emerging into the. world, his own 
rede^pm on the miferki which the 

pHftced* 

^R^gr|[^pQf.lMs inother. effeAuallj 
vipfluilhed 


i:<* ‘ h?Ppine<*. 
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ever the primary wi(h of his foul; 
and, in con{lituting‘'her felicity, hf! 
effeftually eflabliftied his own. 


I'ranfjmrted with his dutiful atten¬ 
tions; with the traits of goodnefs of 
which he daily gave frefti inftances; 
and equally delighted with the af- 
ledlionate condu(5t of Eftella'and Sigif- 

A 

niund, Baronefs MeI^fort feemcd to for¬ 
get her fonner raiferies, irf -her pre¬ 
lent date of Wife! 


Yet her misforteuesi' C 0 s^*'^hdfer 
be effaced froin. her tttintl, 
the recolleSion, far 
ful, rendered 


her e: 

■ V M 

fendble of the nuiaet»eiif 
then poUbf&d; aad' fifdffedl heart 
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rapturous gratitude to the Power 
Jiad fiipportdl her throughout hci 
jfeings!, 

Catherine furvived her conicfliou 
feme years; and, at her earned en¬ 
treaty, retied to a neighbouring nio- 
naflery, where, in unfeigned peftitcnce, 
ihe tenniHated her life. 

The mutual attachment of Edella 
and Sigifmund, increafed with tltc 
contmoance of their union. 

Heaven blefled them with chil¬ 
dren, in whom they found the com- 
plettptt of earthly happinefs; and, in 
Jiilfilling tte delightful and cxtenfive 
duti«( of nature and aife9ion, their 
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hoars glld«i ^ aniaterrupited 
white thear x^tes “and beneXf^^Vce' 
di£futed ifi ail aroand thea} gladtu^ 
and content. 









